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Lesson Title:  Interest Test 
Career Cluster:  All 
Essential Knowledge and Skills: Problem Solving 
Career Concepts: Career Research 
 
Summary:  Students will be introduced to the concept of interest testing and how the use of such 
assessments can help them narrow down their career cluster choices.  Students will complete the 
Kuder Career Search with Person Match (KCS with PM) and interpret their results identifying their 
three clusters of highest interest and any Person Matches that are of interest to them. 
 
Course Objectives: 
2.1 Student will be able to make connections between personal strengths, interests and [work] 

careers. 
5.1 Student will be able to utilize technology to access career information. 
   
Lesson Objectives: 
Students will… 

 Become familiar with the concept of interest testing. 

 Complete the Kuder Career Search with Person Match. 

 Evaluate the results of the assessment by identifying three of the top five career clusters in 
which their highest interests were indicated. 

 
Time:  Two class periods 
 
Required Materials:  Instructions for completing the Kuder Career Search with Person Match and use 
of sample site, instruction sheets for log in to Nebraska Career Connections at 
www.nebraskacareerconnections.org with batch code numbers for student testing, computers with 
internet access 
 
Guest presenters:  Guidance counselor (optional) 
 
Content and Teaching Strategies: 
Anticipatory Set 
Students should determine which cluster they have the most interest. Students should complete the 
“Cluster Favorites” activity sheet to assist them in making the decision.  They will choose their main 
cluster of interest by standing under the poster with the career cluster named on it.  They may 
choose a second cluster if they are unable to choose only one.  Optional: If you are in a computer lab 
setting you might ask the students to give me a “high five” when I mention your favorite cluster. 
 
Lesson Components 

1. Explain the purpose of interest assessment found at www.NebraskaCareerConnection.org
  

http://www.nebraskacareerconnections.com/
http://www.nebraskacareerconnection.org/
http://www.nebraskacareerconnection.org/
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2. Demonstrate and explain the process for logging in and completing Kuder Career Search with 
Person Match. 

3. Explain and demonstrate the forced choice ranking system for testing. You might consider 
using a projector screen and walking through a sample BEFORE letting your students log on to 
the actual assessment.  It would be advisable to show them how to save their pages if time 
runs out and they are not completed with the assessment. 

4. Administer the Kuder Career Search with Person Match. 
5. Evaluate the results of the testing, assisting the students with identifying their three top 

career cluster choices. 
6. Assist students in understanding how the Person Match ties to their interests. 
7. Students will save their three top career clusters choices and any Person Match that they find 

interesting in their Portfolio on Nebraska Career Connections. 
Note to Teacher: You may wish to remind the students that the assessments may appear lengthy. 
The large number of questions, some of which seem to be repetitive, are included to ensure 
consistency when determining results.  

 
Lesson Closure 
Engage the class in discussion.  Discuss how unless career planning is done, students might end up 
“guessing” what their career should be and might end up being very unhappy! 
If a person doesn’t have a map, one won’t know where he/she is going!   
 
Essential Knowledge and Skills Connection 
The components of this lesson emphasize problem solving.  Choose one of the following activities to 
help students connect the lesson with their own development of EKS: 

 Write a journal entry, reflecting on one of the EKS used in this lesson.  Students could 
choose a strength or weakness they wish to improve or enhance. 

 Students complete a graphic organizer (see Supporting  Documents—Teacher Resources) 
to emphasize EKS used in this lesson connected to home, school, and work. 

 Have students use the model to identify EKS used during the activity. 
 
Formative Assessment: 
Students will provide the instructor with a printed copy of their assessment results and a list of the 
three career clusters they wish to research further.  
Students will write a short journal entry in their student notebooks summarizing the results of their 
testing and indicating which cluster they will begin using for their career research. Optional: You 
might consider using the Cluster Favorite Activity as a means to record their findings from the 
Interest Test. 
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Cluster Favorites 
 

Name:__________________ 
 

List your top 3 clusters by ranking them 1, 2, 3 
 
Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources 
Architecture & Construction Arts,  
Arts, Audio/Visual Technology & Communications  
Business, Management & Administration  
Education & Training  
Finance Government & Public Administration 
Health Science 
Hospitality & Tourism 
Human Services 
Information Technology 
Law, Public Safety & Security 
Manufacturing 
Manufacturing 
Marketing, Sales & Service 
Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics 
Transportation, Distribution & Logistics 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
 What were the top three clusters reported in your Interest Test? 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
Compare the results from the interest assessment with your original choices. Record any differences 
below. 
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Instructor Resources for Interest Assessment 
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