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MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION 

 

Differences don’t necessarily mean conflict,  

diversity is  beautiful! 
Sahar El-Nadi 

A University of Arizona study found that 
Latino students who took the Tucson 
Unified School District's Mexican-
American studies courses were 46 to 
150% more likely to graduate from high 
school than those who did not. This 
study shows that even though culturally 
responsive pedagogy is backed by a 

46% to 150%  more likely 
to graduate from high 
school 

Dr. Meredith White-McMahon 
Senior Trainer & Consultant, NeuroRelational Associates 

Anyone who works with young people knows that it can have some very 
challenging moments. Trying to figure out why kids behave the way they do and 
what is going on in their heads can be time consuming and more than a little 
frustrating. Until very recently, science couldn't tell us much about why they 
behaved they way they did or how to deal with it. We used observations and 
educated guesses and hoped for the best. Now, neuroscience and various 
disciplines within the field of psychology can help us better see how the brain 
influences behavior and help us improve our understanding of the learning 
process. 

Despite living in a society that seems to cherish individuality, our young people 
are social and learn and grow best in the company of others. From the moment 
that we are born, everyone and everything in our environment influences us. Our 
brains create our selves in the context of these relationships and encounters. 
We are our experiences, and they shape who we are and who we will become. 

How our brains develop in the context of our relationships impacts how well we 
form attachments, how well we learn, and how we are affected by, and cope 
with, factors like success, challenge, isolation, mental illness, stress, and 
trauma. However, becoming the result of our relationships and experiences can 
be a double-edged sword.  
 
Read more at Reclaiming Youth:  http://www.reclaiming.com/content/node/363/?
utm_source=emailcampaign21&utm_medium=phpList&utm_content=HTMLemail&utm_campaign=Novembe

range of academic studies, it is often 
left out of current debates on what 
makes teachers effective (in fact, the 
Tucson program was shut down in 
2011). Jacqueline Jordan Irvine, 
professor emeritus of urban education 
at Atlanta's Emory University says 
culturally responsive teaching doesn't 

mean lowering standards; for 
example, respecting students' 
dialects might make it easier to 
engage students in learning 
Standard English.  

 
Read the paper:  http://
www.nationaljournal.com/next-america/
education/why-good-teachers-embrace-
culture-20131111 

http://www.education.ne.gov/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014QtaO1lOKUrRnMURaGO0FoJ91ooey3P96tf3ccWJVdiueXKq-t9KcdnVCWpw7OV-TeATEsGL69Jv0y9yl4BpLPKzr-7E6Y_dmfUy31nUsryHiZkkXOFqtKDPnp0gCRZnsZtSMlnMxQz-u7JxuY9rIpuygm6DrDHSr6bfSFY3greMK_NSqdYkWXkXvY0Nye3E
http://www.reclaiming.com/content/node/363/?utm_source=emailcampaign21&utm_medium=phpList&utm_content=HTMLemail&utm_campaign=November+E-News
http://www.reclaiming.com/content/node/363/?utm_source=emailcampaign21&utm_medium=phpList&utm_content=HTMLemail&utm_campaign=November+E-News
http://www.reclaiming.com/content/node/363/?utm_source=emailcampaign21&utm_medium=phpList&utm_content=HTMLemail&utm_campaign=November+E-News
http://www.nationaljournal.com/next-america/education/why-good-teachers-embrace-culture-20131111
http://www.nationaljournal.com/next-america/education/why-good-teachers-embrace-culture-20131111
http://www.nationaljournal.com/next-america/education/why-good-teachers-embrace-culture-20131111
http://www.nationaljournal.com/next-america/education/why-good-teachers-embrace-culture-20131111
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ONNECTION 

Your  school  
Our  educat ion  Resources and articles found on the web or received that will benefit and 

become part your professional knowledge library. 

NIEA partnered with Education Week to highlight the state of Native 
education across the United States. Their special publication, 
released this week, includes opinion pieces from tribal and 
education stakeholders, such as Chickasaw Nation Lieutenant 
Governor Jefferson Keel, as well as personal stories that highlight 
our Native students. NIEA is excited to see such positive stories on 
Native students and while there is still much work to be done to 
close the academic achievement gap between Native and non-
Native students, this publication is a great opportunity to focus 
attention to Native communities' most important asset - our 
children.   
  
Below are direct links to each of the commentaries key education 
stakeholders provided for the publication: 
 
Upending an Education Crisis in Indian Country  
 
Title VII: A Path to Education Equity  
 
Common Core From a Tribal Perspective  
 
A Crucial Investment in Indian Higher Ed  
  
And please read the Education Week Publication and let NIEA know 
your stories or suggestions for improving the state of Native 
education. Contact: niea@niea.org.  

"I think the issue of poverty is 
something we've been quiet 
about too much." -- Harlem 
Children's Zone founder 
Geoffrey Canada, at a Rural 
Education Summit.  

MONTHLY QUOTE 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lqHq1U3ey3BCUHSoOFZNb1e_6BG9ZRgIu6fmqVxLibNV1-lJO8KBQWi5M5c7R5nEfkITHslWHfdX-1QFmcl5LRjSvClfR0dbR3tKrU6AnksWAXZhL-31amzAnEymtGYi4ZSMfHqHYFQ6Rl9DfUf67EhrjDyzGMavQMLoUk6qRrseansJTnKvAOajpWraguFrd6ezGmvdjzDHCOWDpSOkGAaq_Df4OPbK28O-
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lqHq1U3ey3BCUHSoOFZNb1e_6BG9ZRgIu6fmqVxLibNV1-lJO8KBQWi5M5c7R5nE0hFhBX-Ri_ND3hZ6TLARYfi5Ta5WPRkZ1HnYW6HsHwpQ-vDiimactWDnM1N1oQwNbOlZys9ZTboBElgzZxTfwNvZZrQxYIQGO0tIkQsB8fk7yRCqBKK-Xk5YACiBZ7TWw7CvvVLiq2SzbhCv57hdY-wRTnQW6cNZ2Wl8
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lqHq1U3ey3BCUHSoOFZNb1e_6BG9ZRgIu6fmqVxLibNV1-lJO8KBQWi5M5c7R5nE96HxuTsXUVObMb9tH4iQ8VCjEtptd8ZY5Ayb8Lq5v6jstB0P2PhFz2rjlMlyPAZPeNVf1ICUxGxd2ENm48vv2sLZsb81S63kAkY5si0Y_Y77U8YfZ4YOhWEkGFQOwFbOJ69mA2QEwYfWEWN6p74nfiMDjaXKNdil8cD5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lqHq1U3ey3BCUHSoOFZNb1e_6BG9ZRgIu6fmqVxLibNV1-lJO8KBQWi5M5c7R5nEZuYf0qKbTNOPCs4wDJOp3tSTY5AArPUPJnNKxsXjEZKmHCVt42bc4nMVPdR-e_LL2r8dzw3WWKphlBeaR1cLJzha9bNY8x_hen4IBBiEM_o2kWulG83KDdzEeA5W29294UFpquL2FK8_iNX8t1GqKMQESVlWbjC-F0E2
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001lqHq1U3ey3BCUHSoOFZNb1e_6BG9ZRgIu6fmqVxLibNV1-lJO8KBQWi5M5c7R5nExX1R1_1ABY-Ez_na-x1b0Lmxz7ChX6W8q-RuVW9Al0QKQgDGxgDcJZN6MeiFZwqdF470AXD3f-6DjVc9mjnyEKZzML3FSlbnasy7TD9BDKYyYPTLQ253F7lYnedgZkD-_w-Wd3TjAVHJHnmly9lYjdpyhiZcUToxQylO
mailto:niea@niea.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BwB9JtdrIGTpEcBK01ptP0gUyP4_Lffy6fnm_ewA8diWu80iWn5RhPcFye4QQe0QuFwZPEdtfcpNWjxeaZ-uD-kRU3lg-1KVdmElaMkE4iJs3JpmtQ0H1rWjw93JuuHU6hW-1F2ngX96tsVm0CFk29k7wbzqLHeye4Mai3N_5ADhhHTOrl1DXcyJ9lGXstNXzN9Y0AQV4Zr68YXYfUZCY7bvxyDK_WxR
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An article with reading and studying.  Very informative on Chief Standing 
Bear’ detour through Omaha. This resulted in the “U.S. government uproot of 
the peaceful Ponca Tribe.” 
 
David Hendee captured the trail, his journey and includes more information 
about the Ponca Tribe.  This article is worth archiving in your Native 
American and/or Nebraska history files. 

Full article:  http://www.edweek.org/ew/
projects/2013/native-american-education/
running-in-place.html?cmp=ENL-EU-
TOPBOX 
 
Like many native American students, 
Legend Tell Tobacco, a 10-year old on 
South Dakota’s Pine Ridge reservation, 
must outrun the odds against his education 
success. 
 

Legend just turned 10 and is in 
the 4th grade, and yet, he must 
constantly confront obstacles 
that could cause him to stumble 
into one of the grim statistical 

categories for which Pine 
Ridge—like much of the nation's 
Indian Country—is well known: 
 
High school dropout. 
Unemployed. 
Dead before 50. 
 
Legend grins widely when 
announcing that he reads the 
same "chapter books" as 7th 
and 8th graders. He likes math, 
too, especially multiplication. 
 

http://www.omaha.com/article/20131203/NEWS/131209746/1685#tribe-hopes-new-trail-will-shine-light-on-story-of-ponca-and-chief-standing-bear
http://www.omaha.com/article/20131203/NEWS/131209746/1685#tribe-hopes-new-trail-will-shine-light-on-story-of-ponca-and-chief-standing-bear
http://www.edweek.org/ew/projects/2013/native-american-education/running-in-place.html?cmp=ENL-EU-TOPBOX
http://www.edweek.org/ew/projects/2013/native-american-education/running-in-place.html?cmp=ENL-EU-TOPBOX
http://www.edweek.org/ew/projects/2013/native-american-education/running-in-place.html?cmp=ENL-EU-TOPBOX
http://www.edweek.org/ew/projects/2013/native-american-education/running-in-place.html?cmp=ENL-EU-TOPBOX
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The Center 
for Law 
and Social 
Policy and 
the 
National 
Center for 

Children in Poverty have released 
a fact sheet on early care and 
education in this country that 
indicates significant 
underinvestment at the state and 
federal levels. This is apparent 
with the three largest federal 
programs: the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant 
(CCDBG), Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF), and 
Head Start. Funding for CCDBG 

has not kept pace 
with inflation or 
need, with 
150,000 losing 
access to 
childcare 
subsidies since 
2006, and an 
additional 30,000 
losing subsidies 

due to sequestration. Funding for 
Head Start has increased by 
$1.2 billion from 2006 to 2012, 
but demand has exceeded 
growth, with only 42 percent of 
eligible children served by Head 
Start preschool and a mere four 
percent eligible served by Early 
Head Start. States are also 

falling short of recommended 
quality benchmarks. Currently, 
only four states (CT, ND, OR, VT) 
meet benchmarks for both class 
size and adult-child ratios, while 
33 meet neither. A complex mix of 
federal and state investments and 
policies shapes low-income 
access to quality early care and 
education. Currently, these are 
too weak to benefit large numbers 
of young children experiencing 
economic hardship and other 
circumstances posing serious 
risks to their healthy development 
and success in school and 
life. More http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/

publications/files/Investing-in-Young-
Children.pdf 

Getting parent engagement right 
takes dedicated and continued 
effort, writes L.A. teacher Angie 
Trae-Greenbarg in The Hechinger 
Report. Parents, teachers, and 
students alike are frequently 
frustrated by roadblocks to 
engagement such as scheduling 
conflicts, language barriers, lack 
of technology, and a by-the-
numbers approach that doesn't 
account for individual 
circumstances. Trae-Greenbarg 
recommends five strategies that 
any school can use to improve 
parent participation. One is 
harnessing parent expertise about 
the community, proactively asking 
parents for their community 
connections and hosting events to 
which students and parents invite 
community members. Another is 
creating a range of volunteering 
opportunities at varying time slots 
and commitment levels, offering 
flexible ways to engage. Schools 
should also train parents on 
technology tools that already 

exist: have an orientation on a 
school's website that shows 
parents what information they 
can access where, and make 
sure the website is dynamic and 
up-to-date, offering information 

parents actually want. Another 
step is to empower parents by 
encouraging them to assume 
leadership positions and training 

them to lead parent-breakout 
sessions during monthly meetings. 
Finally, parental involvement 
should be fun. By motivating 
parents and students to attend 
activities together, meaningful and 
holistic relationships between 
teachers and families are built. 
Events should encourage 
participation and engage everyone 
simultaneously. More   http://

hechingerreport.org/content/true-grit-in-la-five-
ways-teachers-parents-schools-come-
together_13941/ 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BwB9JtdrIGSh1wFR8MukoHaaIQHVPO1qYKlH8XPBSHenuDHXmWhj4xkCeVcqKW8Sg31Iq0zE9q-kUN4p7x2wsaV43jB3jWYefdBf4FuEwGD5aUb6e5VhsSMeY9M03VjSb7EpnBVzPs9tEJpHWMzs1YQEPjaoo2nn2_3RrD0aV72BeyfFrl8Q7yXPAll-En6r_zuLPb2IGnJwSQrMISrEaw==
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/publications/files/Investing-in-Young-Children.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/publications/files/Investing-in-Young-Children.pdf
http://www.clasp.org/admin/site/publications/files/Investing-in-Young-Children.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BwB9JtdrIGRhJD-SHsG2A1P5A2Bz7i0kcfBj0UGNAEStmfIM_8sFDeM7qQXjO1kxAqzdep1K6NaVkNq3236QhQx2zJgLReJ366ZSUH8DfmdviO0XCJXkcpm_EetiotZaFg87KP779DhDz-2TzomHD4CgoIW2VU-Guo7r0VxueB0QmDJJ_xgJMsCoBEhiuBjnOvuUC-mz0YzNqRvk_ZlWV9Qaf6cXmBS1SNfb
http://hechingerreport.org/content/true-grit-in-la-five-ways-teachers-parents-schools-come-together_13941/
http://hechingerreport.org/content/true-grit-in-la-five-ways-teachers-parents-schools-come-together_13941/
http://hechingerreport.org/content/true-grit-in-la-five-ways-teachers-parents-schools-come-together_13941/
http://hechingerreport.org/content/true-grit-in-la-five-ways-teachers-parents-schools-come-together_13941/
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Use these resources to introduce your students to the 
imaginative thinkers, code-savvy scientists, and everyday 
people impacting the world through computer science.  Some 
are downloadable.  Titles are interactive. 
 

The Art of Creative Coding 

Grades 9-12 | Video | Technology & Art 
Show your students how artists are using the language of 
computer code to express themselves creatively. 

 

Blueprint for the Brain 

Grades 9-12 | Video | Technology & Medicine 
Discover how scientists are using computer simulations to 
explore the shape of nerve cells in the brain. 

 

FoldIt: A Protein Puzzle Game 
Grades 6-12 | Video | Science & Gaming 
See how ordinary people are advancing scientific research by 
playing a computer game about protein folding. 

 

Can a Computer Read Your Mind? 
Grades 6-12 | Video | Analysis of Data 
Learn about a mind-reading experiment conducted by 
psychologists and computer scientists at Carnegie Mellon 
University. 

 

Computer Scientist 
Grades 6-12 | Video | Impact of Technology 
Find out how this computer scientist comes up with his 
innovative ideas and see how he has used them to rise to the 
top of his field. 

Set dates for May 28-29, 2014 for Hastings 

 

Get the discount now.   https://nmla.shutterfly.com/ 

 

ONNECTION 

Educat iona l  Resources  
O p po r tu n i ty  is  ju s t  a  c l i ck  a wa y  

http://links.silverpop.eb2b.vtrnz.com/ctt?kn=15&ms=NzU1MzQxNgS2&r=NjkxMTc5MTM1NTgS1&b=0&j=MTA0NDc5MDk2S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.silverpop.eb2b.vtrnz.com/ctt?kn=22&ms=NzU1MzQxNgS2&r=NjkxMTc5MTM1NTgS1&b=0&j=MTA0NDc5MDk2S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.silverpop.eb2b.vtrnz.com/ctt?kn=8&ms=NzU1MzQxNgS2&r=NjkxMTc5MTM1NTgS1&b=0&j=MTA0NDc5MDk2S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.silverpop.eb2b.vtrnz.com/ctt?kn=9&ms=NzU1MzQxNgS2&r=NjkxMTc5MTM1NTgS1&b=0&j=MTA0NDc5MDk2S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.silverpop.eb2b.vtrnz.com/ctt?kn=4&ms=NzU1MzQxNgS2&r=NjkxMTc5MTM1NTgS1&b=0&j=MTA0NDc5MDk2S0&mt=1&rt=0
https://nmla.shutterfly.com/
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www.education.ne.gov/nebooks/ebooks/nativedaughters.ibooks 

PDF      www.education.ne.gov/mce 

  
This all-new edition of Classroom Instruction That Works with     English Language 
Learners by Jane Hill and Kirsten Miller strengthens your instructional planning and 
helps you know when to use McREL's research-based instructional strategies with  ELL 
students in every grade level. New tools and steps help you align your instruction to the 
Common Core and theNext Generation Science Standards, and a new template helps 
you select key vocabulary and grammar to help students engage in productive academic 
discussions. This comprehensive instructional guide includes teaching tips with each 
strategy to make it easier to work with all students, no matter what their stage of language 
proficiency. Available now through ASCD.  

LEGO: Children's Fund Grants 
The LEGO Children's Fund will provide grants for collaborative 
programs, either in part or in total, to organizations that focus on 
early childhood education and development; technology and 
communication projects that advance learning opportunities; or 
sport or athletic programs that concentrate on underserved 
youth. Maximum award: $5,000. Eligibility: 501(c)(3) 
organizations. Deadline: January 15, 2014. 
  
C-SPAN StudentCam 
C-SPAN's StudentCam is an annual national video documentary 
competition that encourages students to think seriously about 
issues that affect our communities and our nation. Students are 
asked to create a short (5-8 minute) video documentary on a 
topic related to the competition theme "A Message to the U.S. 
Congress." Documentary should address the question, 'What's 
the most important issue Congress should consider in 2012?" 
Maximum award: $5,000, plus $1,000 in digital equipment for 
school. Eligibility: individuals or teams of two to three students 
grades 6-8 or grades 9- 12; Deadline: January 20, 2014. 
  

United States-Japan Foundation: Elgin Heinz 
Outstanding Teacher Award 
The United States-Japan Foundation Elgin Heinz 
Outstanding Teacher Award recognizes exceptional 
teachers who further mutual understanding between 
Americans and Japanese. The award is presented 
annually to two pre-college teachers in two categories, 
humanities and Japanese language. Maximum award: 
$7,500 ($2,500 monetary award, $5,000 in project 
funds). Eligibility: current full-time K-12 classroom 
teachers of any relevant subject in the United States who 
have been teaching for at least five years. Deadline: 
February 5, 2014. 
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ONNECTION 

Grants and Funding  
Stu d en t ,  S tu d e n ts  a n d T ea c h er s  

http://www.education.ne.gov/nebooks/ebooks/nativedaughters.ibooks
http://www.education.ne.gov/mce
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014QtaO1lOKUo7aFP3rX5wWA0NW7b5c8zwZShHWdxFaif1YWZv7SsFhl4iPN1CgPBC0sONFJK4VjIGKlO-BgChRdpmw8QxEIOaZZ1PJSaFdU1mep7aW7DGCFhYQ9RT93sYIH3i0tA88FzxtIU6dq2kb8rk6vAJy0f7jMGEmL9FtPGPossdlA2Gf-l_-RybuefEcnTAln3_X1dRqWvETKrKIA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014QtaO1lOKUo7aFP3rX5wWA0NW7b5c8zwZShHWdxFaif1YWZv7SsFhl4iPN1CgPBC0sONFJK4VjIGKlO-BgChRdpmw8QxEIOaZZ1PJSaFdU1mep7aW7DGCFhYQ9RT93sYIH3i0tA88FzxtIU6dq2kb8rk6vAJy0f7jMGEmL9FtPGPossdlA2Gf-l_-RybuefEcnTAln3_X1dRqWvETKrKIA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=0014QtaO1lOKUq5DCPm47GLVQMbS0jZ_Yw7alZnq55t3Yjeqz8JRmQBHpkFyi9C-0_GMQVWqS5k6AV2nabLpXdjedimWKIF8FLECpjJkl7wEJfEzwMsZOoc0zur7mANZSIo-zFvcEhwr32FTOQ92kEGZ8nhxfwEUHw6HbNtx41DzgxQRILPErbE-w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BwB9JtdrIGRzN9tPZ1CVgglC2mn2x3W2TDEzpcGiwL7sAMHGgqQw_d1QrAHE6uSBKOYAfN_pck1dNJBbmRobjJQJ7XTVFzo4_nVtkMhQW7YnrRLVFIPwlqurjcmwfvd1lwN8GYiDR1r-P4UTHcmPVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BwB9JtdrIGRzN9tPZ1CVgglC2mn2x3W2TDEzpcGiwL7sAMHGgqQw_d1QrAHE6uSBKOYAfN_pck1dNJBbmRobjJQJ7XTVFzo4_nVtkMhQW7YnrRLVFIPwlqurjcmwfvd1lwN8GYiDR1r-P4UTHcmPVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BwB9JtdrIGRzN9tPZ1CVgglC2mn2x3W2TDEzpcGiwL7sAMHGgqQw_d1QrAHE6uSBKOYAfN_pck1dNJBbmRobjJQJ7XTVFzo4_nVtkMhQW7YnrRLVFIPwlqurjcmwfvd1lwN8GYiDR1r-P4UTHcmPVA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001BwB9JtdrIGRzN9tPZ1CVgglC2mn2x3W2TDEzpcGiwL7sAMHGgqQw_d1QrAHE6uSBKOYAfN_pck1dNJBbmRobjJQJ7XTVFzo4_nVtkMhQW7YnrRLVFIPwlqurjcmwfvd1lwN8GYiDR1r-P4UTHcmPVA==
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Newsletter Editor: Carol Rempp 301 Centennial Mall South 
carol.rempp@nebraska.gov Lincoln NE  68509 
 
Co-editor, Layout/Design: Peg Kirby 402 471 2960 
peg.kirby@nebraska.gov  

Join the DIVERSITY mailing 

list 

 Special events 

 Monthly newsletters 

 Scholarship information  

 Educator opportunities 

 AND THERE IS MORE, when we get 

Email us today so we can add you. 

The Meet ing  
P lace  

 

http://www.education.ne.gov/mce

