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MULTICULTURAL EDUCATION 

 This quote is included in the 
resource packet for the Beyond Diversity 
workshop that I took part in with 
Bellevue Public Schools administrators 
in June.  It really struck me, however I 
thought if I was going to share it I should 
probably find out more about Ralph 
Ellison.  In general I feel that if you know 
a little something about a person then 
when you quote them it provides more 
meaning.  So naturally I did what all 
good students do when beginning a 
research project—I googled him.  The 
PBS series American Masters contained 
a very thorough profile that I found very 
interesting.   
 It was said that his writing went 
against current views of the time (late 
1940’s) of what writing by an African-
American man should be.  Intriguing.   
One essayist I found wrote that his 
parents felt “no matter what their lives 
had been, their children’s lives would be 
lives of possibility.”  What an amazing 
viewpoint when you know that his 
parents were both children of former 
slaves.  Another essayist wrote that 

although “the Ellison’s were ‘among the 
poorest’ in Oklahoma City, Ralph still 
had the mobility to go to a good school, 
and the motivation to find mentors, both 
black and white, from among the most 
accomplished people in the city.”  When 
I read this I thought how amazing would 
it be if only our students of today, those 
who live in inner cities, on reservations, 
in small, isolated towns or really 
anywhere were inspired to have this kind 
of fortitude.  Instead of waiting for 
someone else to help them out or 
expecting someone else to solve 
societal issues they just said “I’m going 
to do and be the best I can be.  I’m 
going to find the way to help myself.  I’m 
going to find the people who will build 
me up and help me out.”  And what if 
you were the teacher, coach or 
administrator who was that child’s 
mentor? 
 The story of Ralph Ellison is a 
story of a man who was the grandson of 
slaves and a widowed, impoverished 
mother who overcame his obstacles to 
become an acclaimed author.  His view 

Lives of Possibility  
By Carol Rempp 

 

I f you can show me how I can cling to that which is real to me, while teaching me a 
way into the larger society, then and only then will I drop my defenses and my hos-

tility, and I will sing your praises and help you to make the desert bear fruit.  
  ~Ralph Ellison 

Continue page 10 



 Page  / 2  

 

BYOD (Bring 
Your Own 
Device) 
concept is 
present in 
the work-
place, 
school and 
at leisure. 

Every where you go someone is 
reading their cell phone, looking at 
their tablet or downloading something 
on laptops.   
 
Technology is here to stay.  The 
devices for technology will grow on a 
continual basis.  Are we afraid more 
of the device and our lack of 
knowledge for not incorporating them 
into education?  Or are we 
challenged to determine when that 
device is a learning tool VS a 
distraction or nuisance? 
 
Educators  need to adapt to the world 
of the future and embrace technology 
change. 
 
It’s this instant connection.  Their 
minds are continually searching for 
the newest app.  Just think instead of  
sneaking a text under the desk, their 
phone is in front searching the 
internet.   
 
“...when we continue to blame or ban 
the technology, we resolve the issue 
temporarily, but we disregard the root 
of the problem.  When school staff 
refuse to consider this change, they 
are ignoring how the world works 
outside their building.” Lisa Nielsen, 

“The question then arises - what 
about the student who doesn’t have a 
personal electronic device? Or the 
child whose family owns a laptop, but 
it’s so outdated that it cannot keep 
pace with those of his or her peers?” 
 Lindsay Shanahan,  
 (re)blog, May 10, 2012 
 
 Tablets 
 Cell Phones 
 e-readers 
 Laptops 

Articles to read that include statistics and policy building regarding BYODs 
 
Why BYOD, Not Banning Cell Phones is the Answer 
http://thejournal.com/articles/2012/05/09/why-byod-not-banning-cell-phones-is-the-answer.aspx?=THEMOB 
Nebraska Department of Education Technology in the Classroom 
http://www.education.ne.gov/TECHCEN/enhancingeducation.html 
BYOD Question to Consider 
http://1to1schools.net/2012/04/byod-questions-to-consider/ 
Pros & Cons of BYOD in Schools 
http://www.proconlists.com/list/education/byod-in-schools/863 
Ideas for Bringing Your Own Device (BYOD) Even If You Are Poor 
http://theinnovativeeducator.blogspot.com/2011/10/ideas-for-bringing-your-own-device-even.html 
How to Create Social Media Guidelines for Your School 
http://www.edutopia.org/how-to-create-social-media-guidelines-school 
5 Reasons Technology in the Classroom Engages Students 
http://www.securedgenetworks.com/secure-edge-networks-blog/bid/51752/5-Reasons-Technology-in-the-Classroom-
Engages-Students 

2012, Why BYOD, Not Banning Cell 
Phones Is the Answer. 
Tablets or Cell Phones 
 

 Tablets can be standardized and 
owned by the school.  Cell 
phones provide too much 
variances in technology.  Not 
everyone can afford Smartphone 
technology or have limited data 
plans. 

 

 Tablets are easier to read and 
have note-taking ability.  More 
applications are written for 
educational formats. 

 

 Your school can protect/block 
content sites through web-
content filtering. 

 

 Your school/district IT 
department needs to be an 
integral partner in the purchasing 
process.  What is the district’s 
wireless capacity? 

 

 And it can be as simple as where 
are we going to plug in all these 
chargers? 

Don’t forget the charger 

http://thejournal.com/articles/2012/05/09/why-byod-not-banning-cell-phones-is-the-answer.aspx?=THEMOB�
http://www.education.ne.gov/TECHCEN/enhancingeducation.html�
http://1to1schools.net/2012/04/byod-questions-to-consider/�
http://www.proconlists.com/list/education/byod-in-schools/863�
http://theinnovativeeducator.blogspot.com/2011/10/ideas-for-bringing-your-own-device-even.html�
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For poor children, trying hard is 
not enough 
     Trina R.  Shanks, Special to CNN, July 12, 2012 

These are excerpts from her online article.  Read 
the entire piece at http://
www.cnn.com/2012/07/12/opinion/shanks-
education/index.html 
 

 29% of the 
highest-achieving 
eighth-graders 
complete college if 
from low-income 
families where as 
74% of higher-
income complete 
college. 

 Income level and 
educational opportunity are linked. 

 By the age of 3, poor children already have 
half the vocabulary of higher-income children. 

 High-risk social/economic environments 
students can start in the top 25% at the age 
of 4.  By high school they have fallen in the 
bottom percentage. 

 
 
 
 

 

Display in Washington represent-
ing number of school dropouts 
nationwide 

Poverty: A Global Language?  
What causes child poverty?   
 

 Ethnicity, especially African decent 

 Living in a social housing 

 Being a one parent family 

 Larger families 

 Un and under employed 
 
Did you know it causes achievement gap also? 
 
Does this all sound familiar?  The above is from the 
United Kingdom.  Sounds like poverty has one global 
language. 

THE DATA IS AVAILABLE AND FREE TO DOWNLOAD 

KIDS COUNT 
HTTP://DATACENTER.KIDSCOUNT.ORG/DATABOOK/2012/ 

2011-12 Data Nebraska 
Increase/Decrease 

Nationally 
Increase/Decrease 

Teen alcohol/drug 
abuse 

11% 13% 

Teen births 3% 3% 

Children living in 
poverty 

20% 16% 

Children living in 
high poverty 

100% 22% 

Children residing w/
parents lacking se-
cure employment 

26% 22% 

Children residing in 
single parent 
homes* 

12% 6% 

*28% of Nebraska reside in single parent homes.  
This is a 12% increase 
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To the Graduating Class of 2025 
 
Welcome to your first year of school.  By the time you 
graduate: 
 
Your first president of color would have been 

almost 17 years ago. 
The World Trade Center disaster will be 24 years. 
The world population will be older. 
You probably won’t have a senior photo. 
Dora, Blue Clues and Yo Gabba Gabba will be a 

remembrance. 
2012 Summer Olympic Games was held in 

England. 
Most of your writing will probably be on a computer 

or other electronic device. 

of a Classroom 

1. Communication 
2. Collaboration 
3. Creativity 
4. Critical Thinking 
 
Remember:  they need to experience and 
explore what they have learned and how it 
connects outside the classroom.  The 
student of today!! 

Academic Achievement and  
Peer Acceptance 
Is popularity related to academic achievement? 
     Rebecca Frazer-Thill, About.com 
 
Entire article:  http://tweenparenting.about.com/od/
educationissues/a/AcademicAchievementPeers.htm 
 
Highlights: 

 Most academically motivated students were the 
neglected children.  They were also preferred 
more by the teacher compare to average 
children. 

 Popular children were similar to average children, 
except their peers perceived them as being 
better. 

 Student who fared the worst were the rejected 
children, especially those who were aggressive.  
Teachers did not prefer these students and peers 
perceived them to be poor students. 

 Teacher thought controversial students were less 
independent and more unruly than average 
children. 

Grouping—they know!! 
 
No matter what names you put on your 
groups, the question is still the same. 
 
“Are we the dumb group?” 
 
How do you respond? 

Native American Education Advisory 
Council Webinar Dates for 2012-2013 
 
September 12, 2012 
November 28, 2012 
February 6, 2013 
May 1, 2013 
 
WEBINAR Times and Address: 
4:45-5:30 CST/3:45-4:30 MST 
Web connection address:   
http://nde.adobeconnect.com/r70rx0bxqba/ 

 
 
Visit our website for agendas and cancellations.  
www.education.ne.gov/mce 
 

http://tweenparenting.about.com/od/educationissues/a/AcademicAchievementPeers.htm�
http://tweenparenting.about.com/od/educationissues/a/AcademicAchievementPeers.htm�
http://tweenparenting.about.com/od/educationissues/a/AcademicAchievementPeers.htm�
http://tweenparenting.about.com/od/educationissues/a/AcademicAchievementPeers.htm�
http://nde.adobeconnect.com/r70rx0bxqba/�
http://www.education.ne.gov/mce�


 Page  / 5  

EDUCATION RESISTANT TO CHANGE? 

BALLPOINT PENS—THE DEMISE OF EDUCATION AND VALUES 

Principal’s publication: 
“Students today depend on 
paper too much.  They don’t 
know how to write on a slate 
without getting chalk dust all 
over themselves.  They can’t 
clean a slate properly. What will 
they do when they run out of 
paper?” 

Federal Teachers: “Ballpoint 
pens will be the ruin of 
education in our country.  
Students use these devices 
and then throw them away.  
The American values of thrift 
and frugality are being 
discarded.  Businesses and 
banks will never allow such 
expensive luxuries. 

Science fair judge in Apple 
Classroom of Tomorrow 
Chronicles: “Computers give 
students  unfair advantage.  
Therefore, students who used 
computers to analyze data or 
create displays will be 
eliminated from the science 
fair.” 

1815 

1988 

National Association of 
Teachers.  “Students today 
depend too much upon ink.  
They don’t know how to use 
a pen knife to sharpen a 
pencil.  Pen and ink will 
never replace the pencil.” 

1907 

1950 

Rural  American Teacher: 
“Students today depend upon 
store bought ink.  They don’t 
know how to make their own.  
When they run out of ink they 
will be unable to write words 
or ciphers until their next trip 
to the settlement.  This is a 
sad commentary on modern 
education.” 

1928 

It’s a proven fact, the pen and paper are more creative.  Less distractions to bold, 
underline or change a color.  And then loosing your thought process while you 
decided on blue or bold face font. 
 
A piece of paper is always available be it a backside of an envelop or a napkin.  You 
doodle, you create and it feels good to hold the pen. 
 
Remember that handwritten note you received in the mail?  Didn’t it feel great?!!!! 

 
Is  Cursive Writing  Obsolete?   
 
Elementary schools in 40 states do not include cursive writing in their  core 
curriculum.  Reason it takes too much time and teachers are opting for keyboarding 
and digital skill instruction. 
 
Most comments on this is cursive once thought to be the “legal” hand writing 
signature,  has never been.  Cursive writing has zero legal validity and at times 
difficult to read.  No longer do we take a tablet and a pencil and practice loops and 
sways (we use to practice to music to get a rhythm going).  Some still argue that 
cursive writing teaches fine motor skills.  It is a right-of-passage for a 3rd grader. 
 
In 2007, 85% of the high school students printed their SAT essays. 
 
So to answer the question, I think it depends on the age group. 
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To much TV 
linked to weaker 

kids? 

 Each hour spent watching TV per 
week also corresponds to a loss 
in jumping distance. 

 Children over age 2 should watch 
no more than two hours of 
television per day.  American 
Academy of Pediatrics 
recommends zero television 
under the age of 2. 

 Preschoolers are amazed with 
television. 

 Weaker muscle strength and 
thicker waists due to recent 
studies.  Long jumps and leg 
power has decreased. 

 Television viewing is also 
counted just when it is on.  
Researchers say American kids 
are exposed to 232.2 minutes of 
background television per day.  
African American children are 
exposed the highest percentage 
at 42%. (Time; The Healthland, 
April 2012).  

 Families have televisions on in 
almost every room at one time. 

 Data presented at the 
International Communication 
Association’s conference in May 
showed parents and day-care 
providers need to shut off the 
television and avoid a television 
in a child’s bedroom. 

 Fast moving cartoons like 
SpongeBob could impair kids’ 
focus. (Time: The Healthland, 
September 2011). A controlled 
study with four-year olds, showed 
those that watched a fast-paced 
cartoon scored 15% in problem 
solving tasks.  Those that viewed 
an educational cartoon scored 
35% and those that drew for nine 
minutes scored 70% to solve 
problems. 

 Video games are in this group. 
 
 
 

New toolkit for educations on 
teaching youth about diabe-
tes.  Download for free. 
http://www.cdc.gov/
diabetes/pubs/eagle/
eagle_holdevent.html 

Minority kids spend most of their 
waking hours plugged in 
Mary Brophy Marcus, USA Today, June 8, 2011 
Below chart is from the article.  Read the entire 
article at:  http://www.usatoday.com/news/
health/wellness/story/2011/06/Minority-kids-
spend-most-of-their-waking-hours-plugged-in-
/48172486/1 

http://
www.sightforstudents.org/ 
Sight for Students is a VSP 
charity that provides free 
vision exams and glasses to 
low-income, uninsured chil-
dren. The program operates 
nationally through a network 
of community partners who 
identify children in need and 
VSP network doctors who 
provide the eyecare services. 
Parents and guardians inter-
ested in seeking assistance 
through the Sight for Stu-
dents program must work 
through VSP's established 
network of community part-

ners. VSP does not issue gift 
certificates directly to the 
public. Eligibility: There are 
five basic qualifications a 
child must meet in order to 
receive a Sight for Students 
gift certificate: family income 
is no more than 200 percent 
of federal poverty level (see 
website for chart); child is not 
enrolled in Medicaid or other 
vision insurance; child is 18 
years old or younger and has 
not graduated from high 
school; child or parent is a 
U.S. citizen or legal immi-
grant with a social security 
number; and child has not 
used the Sight for Students 
program during the past 12 
months. Deadline: N/A. 
 

? 
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Wild Ones: Lorrie Otto 
Seeds for Education Grant 
Program 
The Lorrie Otto Seeds for 
Education Grant Program 
gives small monetary grants 
to schools, nature centers, or 
other non-profit educational 
organizations for the purpose 
of establishing outdoor 
learning centers. Funds will 
be provided only for the 
purchase of native plants and 
seed. Eligibility: schools, 
nature centers, and other 
nonprofit and not-for-profit 
places of learning, including 
houses of worship. Deadline: 
October 15, 2012.  
http://www.for-wild.org/
seedmony.htm 
 
Vernier/NSTA: Technology 
Awards 
The Vernier/NSTA 
Technology Awards promote 
the innovative use of data-
collection technology using a 
computer, graphing 
calculator, or other handheld 
device in the science 
classroom. Maximum award: 
$1,000 in cash for the 
teacher, $1,000 in Vernier 
Products, and up to $1,000 

toward expenses to attend 
the annual NSTA National 
Convention. Eligibility: 
Current teachers of science 
in grades K-College. 
Deadline: November 30, 
2012. 
http://www.vernier.com/
grants/nsta.html 

Lowe's: Toolbox for 
Education 
Lowe's Toolbox for Education 
funds school improvement 
projects initiated by parents 
in recognition of the 
importance of parent 
involvement in education. 
Maximum award: $5,000. 
Eligibility: K-12 schools 
(including charter, parochial, 
private, etc.) or parent 
groups (associated with a 
nonprofit K-12 school). 
Deadline: October 12, 2012. 
http://
toolboxforeducation.com/ 

Grant Opportunities 

NDE Sponsored 
Upcoming Conferences 

 
September 17-18: Hastings 

Youth Risk Behaviors:  Addressing  
Challenges & Barriers to Achieve Success 

www.education.ne.gov/mce (brochure) 
 

October 22: Kearney   
9th Annual Hispanic/Latino Summit   

(see page 8) 
 www.latinosummit.org/ 

 
November 5: Wayne   

Native American Student  
Achievement Symposium  

(see page 8) 
 www.education.ne.gov/mce 
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One World Posters are 11x17 that inspire students 
and teachers.  Post them anywhere in your school.  
Download for FREE at  www.tolerance.org/one-world-
posters 

What’s the Forecast for Your School Climate?  The 
new school year is almost here; what better time to 
assess your school’s climate.  The questionnaire and 
other assessment tolls will help you guide your planning 
for the coming year.  It’s a free PDF download.  
www.tolerance.org/activity/examining-your-schools-
climate 

What in the World Is a Flipped Classroom? 
Teaching Tolerance asked readers about flipped 
classrooms—more than 90 percent hadn't heard the 
term. Get the scoop about this new teaching model 
where information is given to students via home-viewed 
videos, leaving class time for one-on-one interaction 
with the teacher. Want more? This infographic makes 
the case for (and explains the process of) flipping your 
classroom, but the Huffington Post questions efficacy in 
poorer school districts  

Washington Post article:  http://
www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/the-flip-
classwork-at-home-homework-in-class/2012/04/15/
gIQA1AajJT_story.html 

Infographic: www.knewton.com/flipped-classroom/ 

Huffington Post:  http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/06/13/flipped-classroom-
models-_n_1594279.html 

 
 Teaching Tolerance has several excellent classroom 

resources. 

Don’t forget to visit PBS for Teachers 
and make it part of your planning 
process.   www.pbs.org/teachers 

Free Publications from the U.S. Department of Education   
ED000561P - After-School Programs: Give Us Wings, Let Us Fly! Communities and Schools Working Together 
ED000583H - Do You Want To Make A Difference?  
ED001340P -  Early Warning, Timely Response: A Guide To Safe Schools  
ED004583P - Developing Early Literacy: Report of the National Early Literacy Panel  
ED001360P - Exemplary And Promising Safe, Disciplined, And Drug-Free Schools Programs 2001  
 
http://www.edpubs.gov/ 

White House Initiative on 
Educational Excellence for African 

American students 
 
http://wh.gov/CfH3#.UCOaSGzU_ms.email 
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Student Opportunity: 
AGI: Earth Science is a Big Job 
The American Geological Institute 
is sponsoring a photography 
contest to celebrate Earth Science 
Week 2012. The photography 
theme for this year is "Earth 
Science is a Big Job." Maximum 
award: $300, a copy of AGI's 
Faces of Earth DVD, and winner's 
photograph on the Earth Science 
Week Website. Eligibility: 
interested residents of the United 
States of any age. Deadline: 
October 19, 2012. 
http://www.earthsciweek.org/
contests/photography/index.html  

Tall Clubs International 
Deadline: not announced 
Award: $1,000 
Under 21 years of age. Women 5'10" and men 6'2" 
http://www.tall.org/scholarships.cfm  
 
Gates Millennium Scholars Program 
Deadline: January 1 
Minority students ony 
http://www.gmsp.org 
 

Newsletter Editor: Carol Rempp 301 Centennial Mall South 
carol.rempp@nebraska.gov Lincoln NE  68509 
 
Co-editor, Layout/Design: Peg Kirby 402 471 2960 
peg.kirby@nebraska.gov  
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was that black and white cultures are inextricably linked.  He felt that his task as a writer was to “tell us about 
the unity of American experience beyond all considerations of class, of race, of religion.”  His transformative 
writing is about the American experience—all of it.  We do not live in silos, separate from the experiences of 
others.   
 With these thoughts in mind, as we begin yet another school year in Nebraska, with more diversity 
than we have ever had before, be a mentor, be a role model, be the person who helps your students see the 
best of what they are.  Find ways to help every student believe he/she can have a life of possibility.   
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