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Topic 1: Communication Process

Materials: Book: 
Click, Clack, Moo Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin




Transparencies: Houghlin Mufflin Co, 1982

Set: Read: Click, Clack, Moo Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin.

Write: Write the word negotiation on board and let the students define it.

Discuss: How is communication a form of negotiation?  Communication requires both a sender and a receiver.  Show transparency: Communication Process.

(Houghlin Mufflin Co.) 

Activity: Ask for volunteers. Have volunteers stand back-to-back.  To Student A 

hand a blank half-sheet of paper.  To Student B hand a diagram to describe to Student A. Student A is not allowed to ask questions. 

Have the students reverse roles but give different diagram.  This time the student drawing the diagram could ask questions. 

Process: What hindered the communication the first time and why, although the

drawing was more difficult the second time, it was still easier to draw?

Discuss feedback and how 80% of communication is nonverbal.


Show transparency: Nonverbal Communication. (Houghlin Mufflin Co.)

Discuss how nonverbal communication involves body motions, voice qualifiers, and time & space.

Show transparency: Space Communications.   (Houghlin Mufflin Co.) Discuss how distances for personal space are culturally defined.

Topic 2: Communication Barriers



Divide class into groups having each group make a list of five

actions that deter communication. Have one student from each group write their group’s list on the board.   Discuss as a class and develop a

final list for the class.  Compare this list with those barriers listed in the text.

 

Listening-#1 barrier to communication.

Activity: Read Duck Pond Story. Compare drawings.  Show transparency key.



(Relationships and Family Living, pg. 146-147 TRG)

Processing:  What was difficult about this activity?   Discuss the barriers you



found to successfully completing the drawing.

Concluding Activity for Listening – The Wright Family- Pass Right-Pass Left.



(Activities That Teach, pg. 170-173)

Comment: 

My students enjoyed this lesson-it was fun and very interactive. A great way to introduce the topic of communication.

Supplemental material:

The Duck Pond Story  (adapted from Relationships and Family Living, EMC pub.)

Once there was a pond with eight fish.  The pond was in the shape of a square.  Place this pond in the center of your paper.  Represent each fish with a slanted line.  Arrange the fish around the edges of the pond.  

In the middle of the pond was an island with three ducks.  Make the island in the shape of an oval. Represent the ducks in the same manner as the fish. 

Up and to the left of the pond lived a little boy with his family.  They lived in a round house with a round window and a fence connected to the left of the house.  Put the round window on the right side of the house.  Make the fence oval.

Down below the pond lived two skunk families in dens.  Represent the dens as two triangles next to 

each other. 

One day the little boy said that he was going to the pond.  Show how he went from his house to the pond by drawing a slanted line.

One of the skunks decided to go to the pond to get food for his family.  Draw his path from the triangle to the left up to the pond with a straight line.

 When the little boy saw the skunk, he got so scared that he shouted and ran home.  Use another slanted line to show his path, but leave a little space between it and the first line.

The skunk was so frightened by the boy shouting that he also ran for home.  He ran so fast that he lost the three crickets he had picked up for his family.  The crickets landed next to the right edges of the pond.  Represent the crickets as small slanted lines.  The skunk mistakenly returned to the den on the right.  Show this by drawing a straight line.

