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NAME:  _________________________________

The female reproductive system is set into the pelvic cavity, and consists of the following parts:

1.  ________________________________ there are two of these tubes, each approximately 7

Inches in length and approximately the diameter of hollow, cooked spaghetti.  This is the area where fertilization takes place.

2.  _______________________________ this is the hand-like portion at the end of each fallopian tube.

3.  _______________________________on the edges of the ampulla are finger-like projections of tissue;  they brush over the exterior of the ovary, capturing an ovum after its release

4.  _______________________________there are two of these oval bodies known as gonads, approximately the size of an unshelled almond;  filled with compartments called follicles which house a single egg.

5.  _______________________________also known as the womb;  approximately the size of a pear or woman’s fist;  a hollow, muscular organ.

6.  _______________________________also known as the birth canal;  extends from the cervix to an opening on the outside of the body;  sperm are normally introduced here during intercourse or artificial insemination and then travel through the cervix and the uterus and the uterus in search of the egg in the fallopian tube.
7.  ______________________________ the opening (or os) into the uterus;  normally the diameter of a pencil and formed out of a cartilage-type tissue;  a plug of mucous will form in this area in the event of a pregnancy.

8.  _____________________________  small compartments inside each ovary;  each compartment houses one immature ovum.

9.  _____________________________ is another name for ‘egg’, ova is plural;  one immature egg has been present in each follicle since birth.

10.  ____________________________ the thick, muscular wall of the uterus.

11.  The female fertility cycle is approximately 28 days long.  At the beginning of that cycle, the pituitary gland of the brain secretes two hormones that affect the reproductive system:


A.  _______________________________________________________


B.  _______________________________________________________


These hormones cause one ovum, in one follicle, in one ovary, to begin to ripen.  

12.  The follicle holding the ripening ovum fills with fluid, and erupts on approximately the 14th day of the 28 day fertility cycle.  The mature egg is released in this process called…







___________________________________

13.  The egg is coaxed by the fimbria into the ampulla of the fallopian tube.  It then begins a 3-day long journey through the tube.  If, during that time, HEALTHY sperm are present… one will penetrate the egg’s outer membrane.  This is a process called…







____________________________________

14.  ____________________________ is the moment the sperm penetrates the egg.  This is a term that means ‘beginning’ or ‘origin’.  It is the beginning of a new life.

15.  The new, single cell is called a ______________________.  It contains the 23 chromosomes carrying the mother’s genetic material and the 23 chromosomes carrying the father’s genetic material… 23 pair OR…





________ chromosomes in all.

16.  The zygote immediately begins a process of cell division, and within days has formed a cluster of cells called a…





____________________________________

17.  Occasionally, two or more eggs ripen at one time and are released.  (this is a genetic trait of the mother)  If they all get fertilized, twins, triplets, etc. could be the result.  These twins may or may not look similar to each other;  they may not even be the same sex.  These are…



_____________________________ twins or sibling.



Occasionally, the single zygote splits completely in half during the very first cell division.  If that happens, the two halves develop independently.  Now they each contain the same DNA.  They will look alike and are always of the same sex.  They do not, however, have the same fingerprints.  They are known as…






__________________________ twins or siblings

18.  During the first half of the female’s fertility cycle, while an ovum was ripening, the endometrium was forming a nutrient-rich lining.  The fertilized egg will now burrow into that lining in a process called…




______________________________________


The ovaries produce high dosages of the hormone…_____________________________.


This is released into the bloodstream, signaling the body that a pregnancy is underway. 

19.  The zygote formed the blastocyst, which upon implantation is now called an…










___________________________

20.  The embryo’s heart starts to beat at ________ weeks.

21.  There are two patterns of development that begin pre-natally, and will continue for years after birth…

A.  a head to tail pattern called ________________________________________


B.  an inward to outward pattern called ________________________________________

22.  The skull is not solid bone, but forms in plates.  This will allow for the baby to be born vaginally.  Between sections of skull plates are soft spots called…







_____________________________________

23.  A closer look at the parts in the womb:


A.  _______________________________ a vascular organ that forms inside the uterus; it 
facilitates the transfer of oxygen and food to the baby from the mother


B.  ________________________________ tiny outgrowths of the placenta where the 
transfer from the umbilical cord takes place


C.  ________________________________ baby’s lifeline… it transfers oxygen, nutrients, 
and hormones from the mother to the baby (unfortunately this includes harmful 
contaminants);  transfers waste and carbon dioxide from the baby to the mother’s 
bloodstream;  these transfers take place without actually mixing mother and baby’s blood;  
connects to the placenta on one end and to baby’s navel at the other


D.  ________________________________ a bag of water filled with amniotic fluid;  
provides a cushion in the uterus


E.  ________________________________ forms inside the cervix to form a barrier to the 
outside of the body and bacteria

24.  At 8 weeks, the embryo is now referred to as a ________________________.  This fetal period will continue until birth.

25.  _______________________________ is a term used to describe the process when the mother’s body self-aborts the embryo/fetus.  This is most likely to occur during the first 3 months of the pregnancy, often because there is something wrong.  It can occur, however, at any time throughout the pregnancy.

26.  ____________________________is a term used to define and describe those first fluttering movements of baby within the uterus.

27.  During the 4th month, tiny down-like hairs called _______________________ cover the entire surface of baby’s skin.  This creates warmth that may be lacking until a layer of fat can form under the skin.  

28.  Shortly after the hairs cover baby’s skin, a waxy cheese-like coating appears.  It provides protection against the amniotic fluid, and may even provide some skin cleansing or antibacterial benefits.  This covering is called…






___________________________________________

29.  ___________________________ is another word for pregnancy.  This term/period of time in human beings is 9 months in length.

30.  A pregnancy is divided into 3 periods of time, each called a __________________________.

31.  There is one major type of development (task) going on in each trimester.  What is the task for…


A.  the first trimester?  _____________________________________


B.  the second trimester?  ___________________________________


C.  the third trimester?  ________________________________

32.  Growth during the 9th month is critical, and may be progressing as much as…







_________ pound per week

33.  Sometime during the third trimester, the fetus may become _______________________.  That means it would be able to survive on its own.  Sometimes babies are born prior to the third trimester willo survive with the help of medical technology, but rarely without immediate or eventual long-term problems.  The maturity of the lungs is usually a critical factor.  
