ALTERNATIVES TO BIOLOGICAL PARENTING, INCLUDING ASSISTED REPRODUCTION
                                                             




  Name:  _____________________________ 

The United States constitution guarantees each citizen the “pursuit of happiness”.  In numerous interpretations of this law, the supreme court has interpreted that phrase to include having and raising children. 

The term ________________________ is the failure to conceive for a period of __________________ or longer due to a deviation from or interruption of the normal structure or function of any reproductive part, organ or system.    The  National Survey of Family Growth found that nearly 15 % of all women/couples had some experience with infertility for at least some period of time. One-third of infertility cases can be attributed to male factors, and about one-third to factors that affect women. For the remaining one-third of infertile couples, infertility is caused by a combination of problems in both partners or, in about 20 percent of cases, is unexplained.  For individuals or couples experiencing difficulty conceiving a child, there may be alternatives to consider…
__________________________:  Some people choose to marry spouses who already have children, and they forego biological parenting in order to help raise another person’s child. 
__________________________:  This is the result of the temporary placement of children outside of their own homes.  It occurs because of abuse, neglect, or other family problems. When possible, the Department of Children and Family Services and other  agencies work with families to reunite them.  When that's not possible, measures are taken to get the children adopted -- or prepared for independent life. While some couples consider foster care as a way to simply be involved in the life of children, others use the position as an opportunity to identify children that need an adopted home.

Most foster children, at least to some degree, have problems in their lives. Many are frightened and confused at the sudden separation from their parents. Some are angry. Others may think they are being sent to a foster home as punishment.  Even babies may be extremely fretful and irritable at first. These problems gradually lessen, though, as a foster child comes to know that you care for him or her. Foster parents do receive some financial assistance in caring for these children, such as a monthly check to cover the child’s food, clothing, and personal allowance.

__________________________:  Since the end of World War II, interest in adoption primarily has focused on healthy, young infants. By the mid-1950's, the demand for healthy infants grew so significantly that it exceeded the number of children available for adoption, a trend that has accelerated with each passing decade.   Most adoptive parents are two parent families aged 31 to 40. A growing number of parents are aged 41 to 49 and single. Fortunately, but also unfortunately, there are few healthy babies for adoption in the United States. Less than 3% of unmarried women place their babies for adoption. There may be varying reasons for this:

· Diminishing stigma attached to unwed parenthood

· Better birth control limits unwanted pregnancies

· Abortion limits unwanted pregnancies

Profile of the woman who voluntarily places her baby for adoption:

· Likely to have greater educational and career goals for themselves than women who keep their babies

· Likely to come  from higher socioeconomic backgrounds
· Likely to come from intact families which are supportive of the placement, and which have not experienced teenage pregnancies by other family members

· Those who have  mothers who have completed at least one year of college were 3 times more likely to place their babies for adoption than women whose mothers did not complete high school

· birth mothers who place their children independently tend to be aged 17 to 30 years old, and have no more than a high school education

· the majority are not related to the adoptive parents, though have some contact with the adoptive family, and were involved in the selection of the adoptive parents

Cost to adopt a child within the United States is $0 from public agency adoptions up to $60,000+ for private adoptions, depending on location of the adoption and the amount of allowable expenses for the birth mother. Due to higher availability of children, some parents choose an interracial adoption, or one of a child with disabilities.  Some parents choose to adopt internationally, but along with this decision  comes the commitment to transcultural, and sometimes transracial, adoption that honors your child’s heritage.  If you choose international adoption, you’ll need to select a country carefully.  Political and economic factors may change abruptly, and different cultures place different values on children. Adopting parents usually will receive limited information about the child’s medical history, and perhaps no information about the birth family.

________________________________:  This is a relatively simple, low-tech medical procedure by which semen obtained by masturbation is deposited by means of a syringe in or near the cervix of the woman’s uterus.  The source of the semen may be the husband or a donor.  This method of conception dates back to the mid-1600’s.  It is the conception method of choice for single women choosing to conceive, as well as for couples in which the woman has endometriosis of the vagina or her vaginal secretions are extremely toxic to the sperm. 

_________________________________:    The most common fertility treatment involves the use of drugs that stimulate the ovaries of the woman, which in turn will produce extra eggs. Most women produce only one egg per monthly cycle. With only one egg, there is just the one “target” for the sperm.   Doctors can increase this number to more than 20, increasing the number of “targets” and chances for conception, but most prefer to set a limit of two or three because of the risks of multiple births. 

____________________________________:  In infertile couples where women have blocked or absent fallopian tubes, or where men have low sperm counts, in vitro fertilization (IVF) offers a chance at parenthood to couples who want a "biologically related" child. 

In IVF, eggs are surgically removed from the ovary and mixed with sperm outside the body in a Petri dish ("in vitro" is Latin for "in glass"). After about 40 hours, the eggs are examined to see if they have become fertilized by the sperm and are dividing into cells. These fertilized eggs (embryos) are then placed in the women's uterus, thus bypassing the fallopian tubes. Multiple embryos are used, with hope that at least one will implant in the wall of the uterus and a pregnancy will result. (these embryos, developed in the Petri dish, are sometimes referred to as test tube babies) Unfortunately, there is a high risk of multiple births.
The average cost of an IVF cycle in the United States is $12,400.  It works about 20% of the time, so repeated attempts are common. Of course, if you have to travel to get to the clinic where the procedure will tube baby

___________________________:    This is an option for some couples when the woman is not able to conceive or carry a pregnancy to term.  Simply put, it involves “renting the womb” of a third party.  There are 3 forms of surrogacy commonly used today:

· Traditional surrogacy is when the surrogate mother is artificially inseminated with sperm from the couple;  the surrogate’s own egg is fertilized

· Gestational surrogacy is when the couple provides the egg and sperm, which are used to create embryos in a Petri dish, and those in turn are implanted into the uterus of the surrogate mother (using In Vitro Fertilization method);  once again, there is a risk of multiple births
· Egg donation/gestational surrogacy is the same as regular gestational surrogacy with one exception; the egg is provided by an egg donor that is not the mother and not the surrogate

Surrogacy is expensive, and may cost from $40,000-60,000.  This would include “womb rent”, other donor fees, surrogate’s expense reimbursement,  medical costs, attorney fees, etc.  There are also many legal and ethical issues surrounding this form of reproduction. 

__________________________:  The term multiple births is defined as more than one fetus being born of a pregnant woman. Since 1970, prevalence of multiple births has been increasing because of more widespread use of assisted reproductive technologies to treat infertility. Multi-fetal pregnancies are high-risk pregnancies with a number of associated fetal and neonatal complications including total miscarriages and long-term disabilities.  Mortality rate for twins is 4-6 times higher than for single births. The desire to achieve a pregnancy, however,  creates a strong incentive for patients to use high-powered fertility drugs or  produce multiple embryos with IVF.  However, the financial and emotional costs of these pregnancies are unacceptable.
Selective reduction is the termination of one or more of these fetuses, leaving the rest to continue to term. With success rates of 80 percent or more, this procedure appears both relatively safe (for the mother and the remaining fetuses) and an effective alternative to avoiding the many complications associated with pregnancies greater than twins or triplets. The procedure is usually performed between 9 and 11 weeks of pregnancy, but because it is a form of elective abortion, it is not condoned by the pro-life supporters. 
