WELCOME TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT

What can you expect to learn?  A child, by definition in the State of Nebraska, is age birth to 12 years old.  This class focuses on the child from conception to age 12, with an emphasis on the preschool and early elementary age groups.  You will study the physical, emotional, social, and intellectual development of children, all of which falls into the category of human development.  

The information presented in this class will prepare you for the task of parenting, or serve as the basis for a career working in some capacity with children.  Children are NOT little adults.  They are unique individuals with unique needs.

The studies in this class provide a thorough background for future studies in the child development field, such as teacher cadet or school-to-work opportunities.




* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Class format:  The first 12 weeks of this course will be spent in a regular classroom setting, while we cover back-to-back lessons on topics such as prenatal development, neonatal development, infant care techniques, special needs, direct care of children, discipline, lesson planning, child development theorists, and physical development.  The second quarter of study during the semester will combine classroom studies with actual hands-on experience working with children.  We will focus on intellectual development, lesson planning and lesson presentation, social development, and emotional development. Students will travel by school transportation to child care or early elementary classrooms from 1-9 times for observation and/or interactive involvement with children. 

Materials needed for this class:  For each lesson, you will be given a worksheet to help in note-taking. There is no textbook for this class.  Notes will be provided via lecture, powerpoint presentation, written on the board, video, etc. All worksheets will be 3-hole punched.  Keep them!  You will need them to help you study for all tests, including the semester final.  I recommend the purchase of a 1-2”, 3-ring binder to help you with organizing these papers. You will also need a black/blue pen or pencil for note- and test-taking. Bring these two items with you to class every day. 

Seating and group partner arrangements:  There are no seating arrangements during lesson presentations, so please sit where you can see the board/screen easily.  Since I expect your full attention, however, I reserve the right to assign seating if your socializing becomes a problem for me or others in the room.

During the unit on lesson planning and presentations, you will be working in groups.  I reserve the right to assign you to groups of my choice, and would do so in order for you to demonstrate your full performance potential, and allow others to do the same. 

Food, drinks, cell phones, electronic devices, and bathroom:  Please go to the restroom before you arrive for class. Don’t come here first, get set for class to begin, and then ask to be dismissed. Before you come into the room… put your cell phones, electronic devices, food and drinks away. I will remove any of these items that are in view.  If you forget, then you may retrieve them from me at the end of the day.  These items, including the phone calls, text messaging, music, spilled beverages, etc. have become a real problem and/or distraction in my classroom, so I am asking for your full cooperation without debate. 
Grading:  Grading your written tests is objective…an answer is either right or wrong.  The information on the tests is not “common knowledge”. You must study for the tests if you hope to score well on them! If we are working with children in a “lab experience”, individually or as a group, you are also being graded.  This is an individual grade, not a group grade, and it is subjective…based on my judgment of what I see. Speak to me privately if you disagree or have questions about a grade I’ve given, and feel you can justify a grade change. Occasionally you may also be required to collect data as you observe children, share that data with peers, and write summaries of that data according to specific instructions. The worst mistake you can make on these assignments is to falsify data!  To do so would be considered unethical behavior, and would result in automatic failure on the assignment.    All grades are recorded as a percentage.  Written tests and lab grades are weighted equally. The semester final is counted as 5% of the entire semester grade. Do you have special academic needs?  If so, please speak to me privately right away, so we can agree on the appropriate accommodations in this class.

Students may choose to retake any written test, with the exception of the semester final, in order to improve their grade.  To do so, the student must first arrange a study session with the teacher before or after school, at either 7:30 am or 3:15 pm.  Once the study session is completed, a time can be arranged to retake the test. 

Missing a lesson:  If you miss a presentation of notes, please get those notes from a classmate.  If that’s not possible, you may arrange to come into my room to copy from my note sheets. Do this immediately;  don’t wait until the day before or of a test!

Missing a lab experience:   The hands-on experience you gain in a lab is extremely valuable, so try to arrange your schedule around these days (they would be arranged in advance). On lab days, we will report directly to our bus or van rather than to the classroom!  If you miss the bus, you should report immediately to the office, and wait there until our return.   If you do miss a lab for any reason, you will automatically receive a zero until an alternate assignment is completed and handed in. It is your responsibility to ask for an alternate assignment. It will most likely be a two-page, type-written paper that requires research in the media center or on the internet. A second missed lab experience is not satisfactory and may result in a grade of 0%.  Arrange a private conference with the instructor in this event, so options might be discussed.
Missing a test:  All tests will be scheduled and announced in advance, so please be prepared to make up any test you miss on the day you return to class. You will not be able to make up the test during class time, however. Plan to come in before school, during TA, during study hall, or after school for this.

Homework and Class work:  I seldom require homework in this class, other than to study for written tests or to prepare lesson activities. I do, however, require your full attention during class time each and every day. Do not sleep. Do not lay your head down and “rest your eyes”. You will be expected to make up time “resting” during class before or after school.
Extra credit is not available.
Your attitude counts:  Your pleasant attitude, interest in what we’re studying, smile, laughter, and desire to do well are always noticed and appreciated. These things are especially important when I am determining subjective grades on lab experiences. 
Appearance and demeanor:  During lab experiences, you are role models.  You will be expected to set a good example by… 1.  Using good language skills  2.  No candy or gum  3.  No short-shorts or mini-skirts, sleeveless shirts, bare midriffs, exposed cleavage, visible tattoos, visible body piercings other than one hole in each ear, advertising of alcohol, tobacco, or drug related products, dirty or tattered clothing, gang paraphernalia   4.  No disruptive behaviors in the hallways.
I reserve the right to prohibit any student from participating in a lab with young children. This might be the case if a student has had excessive absences, has displayed an inability to follow classroom directions, etc. In this event, the student would be given alternative assignments to complete, for a full grade. 

CONTACT WITH THE TEACHER:    
