DEATH IN AMERICA PROJECTS               NAME:  _______________________

Select one project from this list. Have your project approved by your instructor prior to beginning on it.  In some cases, an oral presentation to the class could be substituted for a written paper. Ask about this possibility.
1.  Locate a copy of the nursery rhyme “Who Killed Cock Robin?”.  Use this poem to create a small book, with a cover and a different verse on each page. Draw or trace and color an illustration for each verse/page. At the bottom of each page, write a simplified explanation of what is meant by or “happening” in that verse, along with descriptions and/or definitions of the various birds and other unfamiliar terms (such as link, parson, toll, psalm, etc.).

2. Research and type a two-page paper, citing the major differences between death rituals (funerals) of various faiths and/cultures, including Roman Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, American Indian, etc.  Cite your sources carefully, including any interviews with clergy or funeral home directors.  OR  You can limit your two-page paper to specific information about the death beliefs and rituals of any one of these religions or cultures.
3.  Arrange for a guest speaker from a funeral home.  You will need to meet your speaker as they arrive at school, introduce your speaker to your instructor first, and then to your class at the beginning of their talk. You must prepare a typed list of questions “what do kids want to know about death and dying?”. Your instructor and your speaker should be given this list prior to their arrival, so they have a chance to preview it. On your list of questions, you must survey your classmates and have each submit a question they have. Those students and their questions should be identified on the instructor’s copy of questions. The format of this speaker should be to address the questions as you ask them.
4.  Complete an interview with your parent or grandparent regarding their own funeral wishes and obituary information, and complete the project forms provided.  You will be asking them for obituary information and personal preferences regarding their own death.  While this may be an opportunity for you and your parent/grandparent to bond and share intimate ideas and information, be aware that this is not a task all people are willing to participate in. You must be sensitive to their feelings. This project will not be an option for all students.
5.  Research the history of a specific cemetery or potter’s field. In the history, include answers to questions, such as: Where did the land came from? Where is it located?  When was the first person buried there? When was the last person buried there? How many total people are buried there? Are all graves marked?  Are there any famous people buried there? Who is “managing” or selling plots in this cemetery?  Who is maintaining this cemetery? Where does the money come from to maintain this cemetery?  How much does it cost to maintain?  How much does an individual plot cost here?  What restrictions does this cemetery have?...(such as the use of vaults, size of monuments, people that can or cannot be buried there, etc.) Are there any restrictions as to how graves can be decorated? Take a picture of the cemetery if possible. Do you have a personal interest in this particular cemetery?  If it is a potter’s field, read and include an explanation of the Biblical reference – in Matthew 27:7.  Type your research. Cite your sources.
6.  Go to one or more cemeteries. Using 10 large sheets of paper and colored pencils or chalks, take a texture rubbing from at least 10 different stones.  Using the handout provided, identify the designs on the stones, and at the bottom of each sheet write a synopsis of the meanings of the designs you found.  You will want a good variety of designs…so be selective in choosing the tombstones. You may want to include a photo of each stone.

7.  For creative poetry writers only…  Write an original 4-line, rhyming and meaningful epitaph for each of the following tombstones:  Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, Martin Luther King, a 2 year old female child named Sara Jones, John F. Kennedy, Albert Einstein, John Wayne, Adolf Hitler, Anwar Sudat, Elvis Presley, Martha Stewart, Dr. Phil

This assignment, obviously, may require some research.
8. Prepare a powerpoint presentation on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, and present it to the class. Ask for the handout from your instructor on this tomb, and prepare a slide for EACH of the duties of the sentinels, plus other informational slides as appropriate. The presentation should not be one just of ‘words’, but should incorporate meaningful images.
9.  Select a topic of your choice, and complete an appropriate project on that topic. It may be a typewritten paper, or class presentation, a powerpoint presentation, etc.  You project must be approved by your instructor before you begin on it.  Choose a topic that interests you… how to buy a tombstone (materials, costs, designs, etc.), ghosts, reincarnation, archeology and/or anthropology as a career (education required, salary, job opportunities, working conditions, etc.), the attitude toward death in foreign countries in contrast to the United States, etc.  
10.  For the aspiring actor:  Read Shakespeare’s play Julius Caesar, Act III, Scene II. Dress yourself in a Roman toga with a laurel wreath about your head, and perform Mark Anthony’s eulogy of Caesar for the class. (this should be memorized, or with the use of minimal notes)

11.  Read the book Spoon River Anthologies.  The language in which this is written may be difficult for you to understand, but if you’re up to the challenge…it’s well worth it. Type a one to two-page book report on this book, including quotes from some of your favorite epitaphs. 

12.  Read the play Our Town  by Thornton Wilder. Write a one-page book report on it, being sure to include the stage setting and props.

PLANNING SHEET FOR A FUNERAL           Name:  _____________________          
Full name of the deceased:  ____________________________________

Date of birth:  ________________________

Place of birth:  _____________________________

Parents of deceased:  ______________________________________________

Spouse of deceased:  ______________________________________

Children of deceased:  ____________________________________________

                                     ____________________________________________




    _____________________________________________
Date of death:  ________________________ Age when death occurred:  _____

Cause of death:  _________________________________

Place of religious membership:________________________________________


(can include baptism dates, confirmation, etc.)

Memberships in organizations:  _______________________________________



_____________________________________________________



_____________________________________________________

Hobbies:  ________________________________________________________

Employment:  _____________________________________________________

Other information desired in the obituary:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Check preferences:  

_____cremation…no urn

_____cremation;  ashes in urn

_____burial in casket

_____burial in coffin

_____body to be embalmed

Place of interment (disposition of remains): _____________________________

________________________________________________________________

Describe preference for casket, coffin, or urn if indicated:   ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Draw sketch of tombstone:

Clothing to be buried in, if indicated: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Epitaph:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Elegy:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Eulogy:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Musical selections for funeral service:

________________________________________________________________

Flowers, if desired: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Pallbearers:  ___________________________   _________________________



___________________________  _________________________



___________________________  _________________________

Location of funeral service:  __________________________________________

Monetary memorial gift designation:  ___________________________________

Other:  __________________________________________________________

___________________________________          ___________________

    (signature of “deceased” from above)                             (date)

Mark Anthony's Eulogy 

from "Julius Caesar" by William Shakespeare
Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; 

I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. 

The evil that men do lives after them; the good is oft interred with their bones; 

So let it be with Caesar. 
The noble Brutus has told you Caesar was ambitious: If it were so, it was a grievous fault and grievously has Caesar answered it. 

Here under leave of Brutus and the rest --- for Brutus is an honorable man --- so are they all honorable men --- come I to speak in Caesar's funeral. 
He was my friend, faithful and just to me --- but Brutus says he was ambitious and Brutus is an honorable man. 

He has brought many captives home to Rome whose ransoms did fill the general coffers. Did this in Caesar seem ambitious? 

When the poor have cried, Caesar has wept --- ambition should be made of sterner stuff. Yet Brutus says he was ambitious and Brutus is an honorable man. 

You all did see that on the Lupercal I thrice presented him a kingly crown , which he did thrice refuse --- was this ambition? Yet Brutus says he was ambitious and, sure, he is an honorable man. 

I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke, 

But here I am to speak what I do know. You all did love him once, not without cause. 

What cause withholds you then, to mourn for him now? 

Oh judgment! Thou art fled to brutish beasts and men have lost their reason. 

Bear with me. My heart is in the coffin here with Caesar and I must pause ‘til it come back to me. 

