WELCOME TO HEALTH CARE CAREERS
Are you in the right class?  Health Care Careers is a course that falls within the field of health sciences. It would be considered as the foundation course in any program of study in the health science field. The primary focus of this course is three-fold:  overview of the anatomy & physiology of the body systems, medical terminology related to each system, and careers in the field of health care that relate to each system.  Careers in therapeutic services, diagnostic services, health informatics, support services, and biotechnology research and development will be examined.  Successful completion of this course may benefit you in several ways. You will become aware of the vast array of job opportunities within the field of health science;  you will identify your own strengths and weaknesses in relation to the different avenues of employment;  you will identify other high school courses you may need to take in order to be adequately prepared for post-secondary studies; and you will realize that the training you originally pursue in this field may only be the foundation for further training as jobs that don’t currently exist become a reality.  
What can you expect to learn?  When high school students think about careers in the field of health care, they often limit their interests to familiar ones such as ‘being a doctor or nurse’. But because of scientific advances in health care, the role of the health care provider has evolved. Yes, we will need good doctors and nurses, in a wide variety of environments, but not everyone is well-suited to these positions. That doesn’t mean you can’t find a job in the health care field that is a good fit for you. A great many complex and/or specialized jobs need to be filled and the skills learned today may need to be transferable to positions that have not even been created yet.  As you ponder entrance into the field of health care, you will need to consider many aspects of employment such as your personal interests, abilities, and values, job security, leisure time, wages, creativity, possibilities for advancement, post-secondary educational requirements, desirable working environments, home life, levels of responsibility you are willing to accept,  your management style, and any degree of recognition you wish to achieve.       
 *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  

Class format:  Units covered in this class include the introduction to health care careers (history, trends, skill standards, facilities, costs, agencies, and liability), safety precautions and infection control, lymphatic system, terminology related to lymph and blood, nursing careers, circulatory system and terminology, careers in emergency medical systems, the heart, medical terminology related to cardiology and oncology, careers as a physician, respiratory system and terminology, careers in respiratory care, skeletal system and related terminology, careers in orthopedics, prosthetics, and alternative medicine such as chiropractic, teeth and gums, careers in the field of dentistry, the muscular system and terminology, careers in physical therapy, occupational therapy, and sports medicine, the integumentary system and related terminology, careers in dermatology, the endocrine system and related terminology, careers in pharmaceutical, the reproductive system and related terminology, careers in assisted reproduction and obstetrics, the nervous system and related terminology, careers in mental health and behavior therapy, the urinary system and related terminology, careers in the diagnostic services of the medical labs, testing, and radiology, the eyes and ears and related medical terminology, careers in ophthalmology and audiology, the digestive system and related medical terminology, careers in animal health care, and careers in health informatics.  Students will participate in hands-on lab experiences related to each unit, and take a written test over written notes at the conclusion of each unit.  
Materials needed for this class:   For each lesson you will be given one or more worksheets or outlines, to help in note-taking. Students will not be issued textbooks for this class, although classroom sets of texts are available and may be used.  Notes will be provided via lecture, powerpoint presentation, written on the board, video, etc. All worksheets and lab sheets will be 3-hole punched.  Keep them!  You will need them to help you study for all tests, including the semester final.  I recommend the purchase of a 1 ½-2”, 3-ring binder to help you with organizing these papers. You will also need a black/blue pen or pencil for note- and test-taking. Bring these two items with you to class every day. 
Seating and lab partner arrangements:  Students may initially determine their own seating arrangements during lesson presentations, so please sit where you can see the board/screen easily.  Since I expect your full attention, however, I reserve the right to assign seating if your socializing becomes a problem for me or others in the room.

You DO NOT select your own lab partners during activities. I do. I will try to place you with people you enjoy being with, but my primary consideration will be your grades. You will be placed in a group where you are able to demonstrate your full performance potential, and allow others to do the same. Once lab group assignments are made, your seating arrangement may be assigned. 
I always reserve the right to remove a student from hands-on lab experiences if the student is not demonstrating the ability to work responsibly or cooperatively with others. If it appears to be more appropriate, a student may be removed from group instruction, and assigned to continue classroom work with ‘paper and pencil’ assignments rather than participating in labs. Since we will be working with anatomically-correct manikins, and viewing pictures of human anatomy, a mature attitude is required to continue working in the labs.
Food, drinks, cell phones, electronic devices, and bathroom:  Please go to the restroom before you arrive for class. Don’t come here first, get set for class to begin, and then ask to be dismissed. Before you come into the room… put your cell phones, electronic devices, food and drinks away. I will remove any of these items that are in view.  If you forget, then you may retrieve them from me at the end of the day.  These items, including the phone calls, text messaging, music, spilled beverages, etc. have become a real problem and/or distraction in my classroom, so I am asking for your full cooperation without debate.  Your refusal to surrender these items upon request is one indication of your ability to ‘follow directions and work cooperatively’, and will result in automatic exclusion from future lab experiences. 
Grading:  Grading your written tests is objective…an answer is either right or wrong.  The information on the tests is not “common knowledge”. You must study for the tests if you hope to score well on them! Most test questions will be science-based or vocabulary. You may choose to retake any written test in this class, with the exception of the semester final, in order to improve your grade.  To do this, you must first arrange a time to study WITH the teacher before or after school (at either 7:30 am OR 3:15 pm). Once that study session is complete, you may make arrangements with the teacher to come in at another time to retake the test before or after school, or during the school day.  The higher of the two test grades, either the original or the retake test, will be recorded in the grade book. 

I grade your lab activities individually (not as a group), but the grade is subjective…based on my judgment of what I see and expect. Speak to me privately if you disagree or have questions about a grade I’ve given, and feel you can justify a grade change.  All grades are recorded as a percentage.  Written tests are weighted equally. Labs are assigned points, and the total accumulation of points is converted to a percentage grade at the end of the quarter or semester. The semester final is counted as 20% of the entire semester grade;  you will be given a review sheet prior to that test, and can fill it out using the notes you have taken over the course of the semester. 
Do you have special academic needs?  If so, please speak to me privately right away, so we can agree on the appropriate accommodations in this class.  Normally, the accommodations I make for ALL students will be adequate to meet each individual’s needs.
Missing a lesson:  If you miss a presentation of notes, please get those notes from a classmate.  If that’s not possible, you may arrange to come into my room to copy from my note sheets. Do this immediately; don’t wait until the day before or of a test!

Missing a lab:   If you miss a lab activity, regardless of the reason, the grade will be recorded as a zero and will remain so unless you decide to “make up” the lab. To make up a lab, you may need to come in before or after school, do the activity at home, or do an alternate assignment if one is provided. 
Missing a test:  All tests will be scheduled and announced in advance, so please be prepared to make up any test you miss on the day you return to class. You will not be able to make up the test during classtime, however. Plan to come in before school, during TA, during study hall, or after school for this.

Homework and Classwork:  The only homework in this class is that of studying for written tests. I do, however, require your full attention during classtime each and every day. Do not sleep. Do not lay your head down and “rest your eyes”. You will be required to make up ‘rest’ time after school. 
No extra credit is available.

STUDENTS WILL NOT BE CERTIFIED TO PERFORM ANY MEDICAL PROCEDURE BY MEANS OF CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION!!!  ALTHOUGH STUDENTS WILL BE HANDLING POTENTIALLY HARMFUL SUPPLIES, SUCH AS NEEDLES, STUDENTS WILL NOT BE REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY PERSONALLY INVASIVE PROCEDURE. 
CONTACT WITH THE INSTRUCTOR:    
