SEAM FINISHES
A seam finish is the final critical step when sewing a seam. A seam finish is a treatment done to the raw edges of the seam allowances.  This finish prevents the fabric from fraying and can add strength to a seam. It maintains the stability of the seam during wearing and laundering.  There are different types of seam finishes to choose from depending on your fabric and other factors. Almost all woven fabrics and even some knitted fabrics require a seam finish. 
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When fabric is made, the warp threads go in one direction, and the weft threads are woven over and under and over and under the warp threads. When you cut that fabric, the weft threads start to come “unwoven”. This is called raveling. It happens to the cut edges of your seam allowances when you sew. It looks unattractive, and the seam allowance starts to become smaller.  To prevent this… finish all seams. 
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        These threads are starting to ravel.
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Some seam finishes are very simple, while others take several steps and are more difficult to do well. 
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     Simple finish... cut with a 


pinking shears.
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Machine zigzag  





Machine zigzag








