THEORIES AND THEORISTS   OUTLINE FOR NOTES
CHILD DEVELOPMENT









NAME:  ________________________

1.  A ________________________is an organized system of principles and explanations for a particular phenomena. To guide their questions, research, and interpretations of data, developmental scholars construct ‘theories.’  There are 7 categories of theoretical approaches to child development: 


A.  _________________________________________________________


B.  _________________________________________________________


C.  _________________________________________________________


D.  _________________________________________________________


E.  _________________________________________________________


F.  _________________________________________________________


G.  _________________________________________________________

2.  Biological theories have an emphasis on ________________________.These theories focus on genetic factors, physiological structures and functions of the body, and the psychological processes that help the child adapt and survive in their environment. Theorists include Charles Darwin, Arnold Gesell, Maria Montessori, Konrad Lorenz, John Bowlby, Henry Wellman, Susan Gelman, David Bjorklund, Robert Plomin, Sandra Scarr, and Mary Ainsworth.

John Bowlby and Mary Ainsworth:  attachment theories
Charles Darwin:  theory of evolution
Arnold Gesell:  used videos, photography, and one-way mirrors and believed temperament was something that could be inherited
Maria Montessori:  children learn naturally, and all the teacher needs to do is to provide the environment
Henry Wellman and Susan Gelman:  the acquisition of language
David Bjorklund:  studied how children interact with parents while playing simple board games to learn math
Robert Plomin and Sandra Scarr:  studied genetic and environmental factors on twins
3.  Behaviorism and Social Learning theories have an emphasis on ___________________. Theorists focus on environmental stimuli and learning processes that lead to behavioral change.  When children act, the environment responds with rewards or punishment.  Theorists include B.F. Skinner, John B. Watson, Ivan Pavlov, Sidney Bijou, Donald Baer, and Albert Bandura.


B.F. Skinner: operant behavior

Albert Bandura:  studied aggression

Ivan Pavlov:  classical conditioning
4.  Psychodynamic theories focus on how family and society affect how children control and 
express ___________________________ urges such as sexuality and aggressiveness. Social relationships affect children’s basic trust in others and perception/identity of themselves as individuals. Theorists include Sigmund Freud, Anna Freud, and Erik Erikson.

Sigmund Freud:   3-part theory of human behavior:  id, ego, and superego


       Oedipal Complex:  attachment of child to opposite-sex parent
Ann Freud:  psychoanalyst following in father’s footsteps
Erik Erikson:  8 stage theory of psycho-social development
Differed from Freud in his acceptance of environmental influences on development.

5.  Cognitive-Developmental theorists believe that children’s thinking undergoes 
transformations toward increasingly  __________________ or systematic patterns. It may depend on early experiences. Children can eventually see a single event from several valid points of view. Theorists include Jean Piaget, Bärbel Inhelder, Lawrence Kohlberg, David Elkind, Robbie Case, and John Flavell.

Jean Piaget:  established 4 part theory of cognitive development:  sensorimotor, preoperational, concrete operational, and formal operational)

Lawrence Kohlberg:  moral reasoning

John Flavell:  memory

Bärbel Inhelder:  worked with Piaget to discover formal operational thinking
David Elkind:  studied stress

6.  Cognitive Process theorists focus on both nature and nurture. Children are born with the basic capacity to perceive, interpret, and remember information. 
Those capacities change with brain maturation, ____________________________, and reflection.Theorists include David Klahr, Deanna Kuhn, Robert Siegler, Ann L. Brown, Henry Wellman, Susan Gelman, John Flavell, and Robbie Case.  In general, all believe the child needs to be educated to think critically and problem-solve… to be prepared for lifelong learning.

7.  With an emphasis on nurture, the socio-cultural theorists believe all children will naturally learn to use communication, intellectual abilities, and social-emotional skills… but families and community/culture influence how they carry out these tasks.  Theorists include Lev Vygotsky, A.R. Luria, James Wertsch, Barbara Rogoff, Patricia Greenfield, Mary Gauvain, Jerome Bruner, and Michael Cole.  
Lev Vygotsky:  the role of __________________ on learning;  believed in using less abstract presentations in the classroom and more real life situations
A. R. Luria: studied people’s thought processes and developed the first lie detector test;  developed the Luria-Nebraska that allowed administrator flexibility rather than the usual standardized tests

Jerome Bruner: ideas based on categorization;  suggests any learner of any age can learn any material if it is organized appropriately
8.  Developmental Systems theories conclude that factors inside the child ________________ 
and outside the child __________________ combine to influence developmental patterns. Their own activities, from sleeping and eating patterns to watching TV and playing sports, also influence development throughout the life cycle. Theorists include Urie Bronfenbrenner, Arnold Sameroff, Richard Lerner, Kurt Fischer, Esther Thelen, Gilbert Gottlieb, and Paul Baltes. 

Urie Bronfenbrenner:  father of the Head Start programs for economically disadvantaged
Paul Baltes:  studied the entire life cycle, including old age and accompanying wisdom
9.  No single theory can explain all aspects of child development. An ___________________ approach, one that includes many perspectives including some nature and some nurture… is probably the most useful.
10.  ________________  ________________ developed the Embedded Figures Test.  

The test measures a type of  ‘_______________________  ________________’ , which refers to the individual differences in how we perceive, think, solve problems, learn, and relate to others. 
11.  The ‘Embedded Figures Test’ was developed to measure ‘field dependence’ and ‘field independence’.  
A test for preschoolers is called the Preschool Embedded Figures Test or ___________.  
The Children’s Embedded Figures Test is the ____________, and an adult version that can 
be administered to a group is called the Group Embedded Figures Test, or ___________.
12.  If you can find a simple figure within a complex ‘field’, then you may be ______________ 
________________________. 
13.  The Embedded Figures test measures ________________________________ 
development… __________________you think. It does NOT measure intelligence. 
14.  Field Independence:


a.  analytic approach;  deals with specifics

b.  prefer less social play options: ________________________________________


c.  may be described by others as inconsiderate and manipulative

d.  prefers solitary sports:  _______________________________________


e.  does well in careers that do not involve interpersonal relationships


f.  effective at analysis and restructuring of elements


g.  used external influences in making judgements:  ________________________

15.  Field Dependence: 


a.  global approach;  deal with a whole


b.  prefers socially-oriented play options:  __________________________________


c.  may be described as warm, liking to be with others, tactful, accepting


d.  does well in careers which favor interpersonal relationships


e.  effective in ______________   _________________________ and working out  

               disagreements


f.  uses self-judgments:  ____________________________

16.  To score the Embedded Figures Test, you need to know several psychological testing terms:

A.  __________________________ score means you add up all the scores and divide by the total number of scores

B.  __________________________score means the middle of the range of scores

C.  ________________________  ________________________ means ‘plus or minus’;  take a child’s score, add and subtract the standard deviation to determine the amount of possible error, and that will also determine the range

17.  ________________  __________________ developed a test to measure impulsive/reflective reasoning.
       _____________________________ children are relatively slow and highly accurate in their work.

       ______________________________ children work quickly and make more errors. 
18.  One of the most valuable applications of the Impulsive/Reflective Reasoning Task is to a 
child’s ability to learn to ___________________. A reflective child is more likely to take their time and sound out words. They learn to read more easily. 
19.  Impulsive/Reflective reasoning measures cognitive speed…or __________________.  

20.  THROUGH OBSERVATION AND TESTING, KAGAN MADE SEVERAL CONCLUSIONS: 
a. ______________________________________________________________

b. ______________________________________________________________

c. ______________________________________________________________

d. ______________________________________________________________

21.  _______________  ____________________ wrote the theory of graphic representation.
22.  The house-tree task measures intellectual or ________________________ development, but NOT intelligence. 
It is an appropriate test for children in the pre-operational stage of development… usually 
between the ages of _________ and ________ years.  It measures the child’s ability to ‘visualize’ in a realistic manner. Results are categorized into 5 stages:

Stage 1:  _______________________  

Random lines and forms that are not identifiable;  often drawn by the 2-3 year old
Stage 2:  _____________________________   _________________________

You cannot accurately identify where the house or tree is in the picture…you would be ‘guessing’. This is often the drawing of a 3-4 year old.

Stage 3:  ________________________  _____________________

The tree is NOT behind the house;  it may be beside the house, juxtaposed on top of the house, or tucked halfway behind the house;  often drawn by a 4-5 year old.

Stage 4:  ___________________________________  __________________

This will be a very clever, but incorrect attempt. The child, usually 5-6 years old,  appears to be very smart, but in fact, cannot visualize this correctly. 

The child may draw a transparency where the tree shows through the house, or may put the house on top of a hill way in the distance.  They may draw a 3-dimensional house and put the tree behind the house that way. 
Stage 5:  ___________________________  ________________________

 The tree is behind the house.  You can see very little or none of the tree trunk.  You can verify the position of the tree by asking the child “Where are the roots of your tree?” This child can correctly picture this scene in their head, and is often 6-7 years old. The colors (or lack of colors) a child selects does not have any impact on visual realization. 

23.  Never ask the child “What is this?”  It is an insult to their drawing ability. If you asked them to draw a picture of a house with a tree behind it… then it IS a picture of a house with a tree behind it!  If you want more information about the picture, simply say…

_________________________________________________________. 

24.  Like all other areas of development, boys normally _____________ behind girls. 
25.  A child that has not reached the stage of visual realism does not have a full understanding of 



___________________  ______________________.  Examples are: 
next to, beside, on, over, under, inside, outside, behind, in front of, in a row, etc.           

