
 
 
From Title I News: 
  
Report cements evidence base for family engagement in early 
childhood 
It's time to bury debates over parent/family involvement vs. parent/family 
engagement, said Joyce Epstein, founder and director of theNational 
Network of Partnership Schools at Johns Hopkins University's Center on 
School, Family, and Community Partnerships. 
Involvement and engagement are synonyms, she noted, during a recent 
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education meeting. The big idea 
is to emphasize partnerships and to find ways that schools and families can 
work together to benefit children, Epstein added. 
To that end, a major research review by Epstein and her colleagues includes 
an analysis of 95 studies that provide takeaways for family involvement in 
preschool. 
The report, released by the nonpartisan research organization MDRC and 
funded by the Heising Simons Foundation, is co-authored by Epstein, her 
JHU colleague Frances Van Voorhis and MDRC's Michelle Maier and 
Chrishana Lloyd. 
Based upon their review of the research, the authors found three clear 
patterns across studies. 

● Family involvement matters. Whether you consider the report's 
review of studies since 2001 or go back to those from 1975, you see 
positive trends. Of course, it's still important to continue the research, 
both quantitative and qualitative. In fact, family engagement 
researchers continue to get better and better at their data collection, 
research methods and questions, which can help improve work in the 
field, Epstein added. 

● Parents need good guidance. No matter how rigorous the study, 
researchers found that all parents -- regardless of education or any 
other background characteristic -- were more than capable of 
engaging with their children when they were provided with good 
guidance. 

● Families boost achievement. When parents received good guidance 
on how to improve their children's reading and math skills, the 
children of those parents, on average, did better than children of 
parents who weren't given any support or direction. 

http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,l879,itf4,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,l879,itf4,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,1y65,clqo,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,3r1a,cyvg,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,3r1a,cyvg,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,b6z9,55ql,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,2jba,1vhz,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,hqto,l0x9,ey4z,euvo
http://www.elabs3.com/c.html?ufl=a&rtr=on&s=f7g,1q5yu,4dtb,r2t,8f8m,ey4z,euvo

