
Redline Version  English Language Arts 
  Endorsement Guidelines 
June 1, 2012  To Accompany Rule 24 

(Adopted by the State Board 
  of Education on 11/16/00) 
October 24, 2012 – includes NCTE revisions 

English Language Arts 
1  

 

 
006.38 English Language Arts. 

 
006.38A Grade Levels: 7-12 
 
006.38B Endorsement Type: Field 
 
006.38C Persons with this endorsement may teach English Language Arts 
courses and direct curricular and cocurricular activities in 
composition/language, literature, speech, theatre, mass communication, 
journalism and reading in grades 7 through 12. 

 
006.38D Certification Endorsement Requirements: This endorsement shall 
require a minimum of 48 65 semester hours of content and pedagogical content 
coursework in journalism and mass communications, language, literature,  
reading, speech, theatre, and writing, language, communication, and 
reading/literacy skills and strategies.   
 
006.38E Endorsement Program Requirements: Nebraska teacher education 
institutions offering this endorsement program must have on file, within the 
institution, a plan which identifies the courses and the course completion 
requirements which the institution utilizes to grant credit toward completion of 
this endorsement. 

 

 

THE FOLLOWING ARE RECOMMENDED GUIDELINES FOR 
INCLUSION AS PART OF THE INSTITUTION’S PLAN 

UNDER THIS ENDORSEMENT. 
 
Through the course identified in its plan, the institution must provide English Language 
Arts teacher candidates with opportunities to demonstrate the dispositions and 
competencies required by the following guidelines, based on the National Council of 
Teachers of English (NCTE)/NCATE Standards for Initial Preparation of Teachers of 
Secondary English Language Arts (2012). 

A. Demonstrate an understanding of and be able to teach the concepts, skills, and 
processes of reading and writing as defined in the Nebraska Student Standards. 

Standard 1.  Candidates must demonstrate knowledge of English language arts (ELA) 
subject matter content that specifically includes literature and multimedia texts as well 
as knowledge of the nature of adolescents as readers. 
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Element 1.  Candidates are knowledgeable about texts – print and non-print 
texts, media texts, classic texts, and contemporary texts, including 
young adult – that represent a range of world literatures, historical 
traditions, genres, and the experiences of different genders, 
ethnicities, and social classes; they are able to use literary theories to 
interpret and critique a range of texts. 

 
Element 2.  Candidates are knowledgeable about how adolescents read texts 

and make meaning through interaction with media environments. 
 

Standard 2.  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of English language arts subject 
matter content that specifically includes language and writing as well as 
knowledge of adolescents as language users. 

 
Element 1.  Candidates can compose a range of formal and informal texts taking 

into consideration the interrelationships among form, content, 
audience, context, and purpose; candidates can use contemporary 
technologies and/or digital media to compose multimodal discourse. 

 
Element 2.  Candidates know the conventions of English language as they relate 

to various rhetorical situations (grammar, usage, and mechanics); 
they understand the concept of dialect and are familiar with relevant 
grammar systems (e.g., descriptive and prescriptive); they 
understand principles of language acquisition; they recognize the 
influence of English language history on ELA content; and they 
understand the impact of language on society. 

 
Element 3.  Candidates are knowledgeable about how adolescents compose 

texts and make meaning through interaction with media 
environments.  

 
Standard 3.  Candidates plan instruction and design assessments for reading and the 

study of literature to promote learning for all students.  
 

Element 1.  Candidates use their knowledge of theory, research and practice in 
English Language Arts to plan standards-based, coherent and 
relevant learning experiences utilizing a range of different texts— 
across genres, periods, forms, authors, cultures, and various forms of 
media—and instructional strategies that are motivating and 
accessible to all students, including English language learners, 
students with special needs, students from diverse language and 
learning backgrounds, those designated as high achieving, and those 
at risk of failure.  
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Element 2.  Candidates design a range of authentic assessments (e.g., formal 

and informal, formative and summative) of reading and literature that 
demonstrate an understanding of how learners develop and that 
address interpretive, critical, and evaluative abilities in reading, 
writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and presenting.  

 
Element 3.  Candidates plan standards-based, coherent and relevant learning 

experiences in reading that reflect knowledge of current theory and 
research about the teaching and learning of reading and that utilize 
individual and collaborative approaches and a variety of reading 
strategies.  

 
Element 4.  Candidates design or knowledgeably select appropriate reading 

assessments that inform instruction by providing data about student 
interests, reading proficiencies, and reading processes. 

 
Element 5.  Candidates plan instruction that incorporates knowledge of 

language—structure, history, and conventions—to facilitate students 
comprehension and interpretation of print and non-print texts. 

 
Element 6.  Candidates plan instruction which, when appropriate, reflects 

curriculum integration and incorporates interdisciplinary teaching 
methods and materials. 

 
Standard 4.  Candidates plan instruction and design assessments for composing texts 

(i.e., oral, written, and visual) to promote learning for all students.  
 

Element 1.  Candidates use their knowledge of theory, research, and practice in 
English Language Arts to plan standards-based, coherent, and 
relevant composing experiences that utilize individual and 
collaborative approaches and contemporary technologies and reflect 
an understanding of writing processes and strategies in different 
genres for a variety of purposes and audiences. 

 
Element 2.  Candidates design a range of assessments for students that promote 

their development as writers, are appropriate to the writing task, and  
are consistent with current theory and research.  Candidates are able 
to respond to student writing in process and to finished texts in ways 
that engage students’ ideas and encourage their growth as writers 
over time. 
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Element 3.  Candidates design instruction related to the strategic use of 
language conventions (grammar, usage, and mechanics) in the 
context of students’ writing for different audiences, purposes, and 
modalities. 

 
Element 4.  Candidates design instruction that incorporates students’ home and 

community languages to enable skillful control over their rhetorical 
choices and language practices for a variety of audiences and 
purposes. 

 
Standard 5.  Candidates plan, implement, assess, and reflect on research-based 

instruction that increases motivation and active student engagement, 
builds sustained learning of English language arts, and responds to 
diverse students’ context-based needs. 

 
Element 1.  Candidates plan and implement instruction based on ELA curricular 

requirements and standards, school and community contexts, and 
knowledge about students’ linguistic and cultural backgrounds.  

 
Element 2.  Candidates use data about their students’ individual differences, 

identities, and funds of knowledge for literacy learning to create 
inclusive learning environments that contextualize curriculum and 
instruction and help all students participate actively in their own 
learning in ELA. 

 
Element 3.  Candidates differentiate instruction based on students’ self-

assessments and formal and informal assessments of learning in 
English language arts; candidates communicate with students about 
their performance in ways that actively involve them in their own 
writing. 

 
Element 4.  Candidates select, create, and use a variety of instructional 

strategies and teaching resources, including contemporary 
technologies and digital media, consistent with what is currently 
known about student learning in English Language Arts. 

 
Standard 6.  Candidates demonstrate knowledge of how theories and research about 

social justice, diversity, equity, student identities, and schools as 
institutions can enhance students’ opportunities to learn in English 
Language Arts. 

 
Element 1.  Candidates plan and implement English language arts and literacy 

instruction that promotes social justice and critical engagement with 
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complex issues related to maintaining a diverse, inclusive, equitable 
society. 

 
Element 2.  Candidates use knowledge of theories and research to plan 

instruction responsive to students’ local, national and international 
histories, individual identities (e.g., race, ethnicity, gender expression, age, 
appearance, ability, spiritual belief, sexual orientation, socioeconomic 
status, and community environment), and languages/dialects as they 
affect students’ opportunities to learn in ELA. 

 
Standard 7.  Candidates are prepared to interact knowledgeably with students, families,  
  and colleagues based on social needs and institutional roles, engage in  

leadership and/or collaborative roles in English Language Arts 
professional learning communities, and actively develop as professional 
educators. 

   
Element 1.  Candidates model literate and ethical practices in ELA teaching, and  
 engage in/reflect on a variety of experiences related to ELA. 
 
Element 2.  Candidates engage in and reflect on a variety of experiences related  
 to ELA that demonstrate understanding of and readiness for leadership, 

collaboration, ongoing professional development, and community 
engagement. 
 

Standard 8.  Candidates demonstrate basic knowledge in communication, journalism, 
and theatre.   

 
           Element 1.  Candidates understand and apply the principles of interpersonal and 

public communication for a variety of purposes and settings.  
 
           Element 2.  Candidates model an understanding of the production, range, and 

influence of responsible journalism and mass communication in 
contemporary culture, including legal and ethical practices.   

 
Element 3.  Candidates articulate the basic principles of creative interpretation 

including voice control and projection, movement, and acting techniques. 
 
 
Through the courses identified in its plan, the institution should prepare prospective 

teachers to: 
A.  Demonstrate an understanding of and be able to teach the concepts, skills, and 
processes of reading and writing as defined in the Nebraska Student Standards for 
grades eight and twelve. 
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B. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the English language, including being 
able to:  

1. demonstrate an understanding of language acquisition and development; 

2. demonstrate how reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and thinking are 
interrelated;  

3. recognize the impact of cultural, economic, political, and social environments 
upon language;  

4. demonstrate an understanding of diversity in language use, patterns, and 
dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles; 

5. demonstrate an understanding of  how and why the English language evolves; 

6. demonstrate an understanding of English grammars; 

7. demonstrate an understanding of syntax and phonology; and 

8. demonstrate an understanding of the various purposes for which language is 
used. 

C. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of reading processes, including being 
able to: 

1. describe reading and writing development; 

2. teach basic skills and strategies in reading and writing; 

3. teach students to use reading and writing as tools for learning; 

4. motivate readers and writers using a wide variety of methods and materials; 

5. match reading materials with students abilities; 

6. involve parents in cooperative efforts and programs; 

7. demonstrate how to respond to and interpret literature in different ways; 

8. demonstrate how to discover and create meaning from texts, including non-print 
media;  

9. use a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and 
appreciate literary and other texts; and 

10. demonstrate an understanding of the uses of reading for different purposes, 
including reading in the workplace. 

D. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of different composing processes, 
including being able to: 

1. use a wide range of writing strategies to generate meaning and to clarify 
understanding; 
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2. produce different forms of written discourse for various audiences demonstrating 
conventional usages for those forms and audiences; 

3. demonstrate how written discourse can influence thought and action; and 

4. revise, edit, and proofread written text. 

E. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of an extensive range of literature, 
including being able to: 

1. demonstrate knowledge of a broad historical and contemporary spectrum of 
United States, British, and world literatures, including: 

a. literature from a range of cultures; 

b. literature from a  range of genres; 

c. literature by authors of both genders; 

d. literature by authors of color; 

e. literature written specifically for older children and young adults; and 

f. works of literary theory, history, and criticism.  

F. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the range and influence of print and 
nonprint media and technology in contemporary culture, including being able to: 

1. recognize the influence of media on culture and on people’s actions and 
communication;  

2. describe the historical, ethical, and legal issues central to communication; and  

3. demonstrate an understanding of and the ability to use current technologies in 
communication.  

G. Demonstrate methods for conducting research and analyzing information.  

H. Demonstrate an understanding of management and budgeting skills as they apply to 
curricular and cocurricular communication activities. 

I. Demonstrate an understanding of and be able to apply the principles of 
contemporary rhetoric, interpersonal communication, performance theory, and public 
address. 

J. Demonstrate an understanding of and be able to apply the principles of basic acting; 
play direction; and theatre design and technology. 

K. Clinical Experiences.  The prospective teacher should have clinical experiences in 
cocurricular activities related to (1) journalism and mass communications, (2) 
speech, and (3) theatre. 
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AD HOC MEMBERSHIP FORM (Based on Section 17.03 of the Organizational Policies) 
LANGUAGE ARTS—Friday, June 24, 2011     The Cornhusker—9:30 AM-4:30 PM   Yankee Hill III  
July 28, 2011—NSOB—LL  
May 31 & June 1, 2012—Country Inn & Suites, Lincoln, Lighthouse Room  

MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA NOMINEES 

17.03A Three practitioners currently endorsed 
and employed in approved or accredited 
public or private schools in the endorsement 
area under consideration 

1.  Clark Kolterman, Seward (D5)    
clark.Kolterman@connectseward.org 
2.   Tyler Thompson, Gering  (D7)   
tthompson@geringschools.net 
3.  Lynn Fuller, LPS  (D1)   
lfuller@lps.org  or lfuller3421@gmail.com                

1703B At least two faculty members from a 
college or department of education who are 
teaching professional education courses at an 
approved professional training institution 

1.  Kathy Wilson, UN-L  (D1)   
kwilson3@unl.edu 
2.  Kathy Fuchser, Midland  (D3) 
fuchser@mlc.edu 

1703C Two specialists in the area which 
might include academic college professors, 
learned society officers, or persons drawn 
from related professions 

1.  Lana Danielson, UNO  (D8) 
ldanielson@mail.unomaha.edu 
2.   Martha Kruse, UNK   (D6) 
krusem@unk.edu 

1703D Two teachers currently employed and 
endorsed in approved or accredited public or 
private schools at the grade levels and/or 
subject matter under consideration 

1. Kimberly Snyder, LPS Reading Coach  (D1)  
ksnyder2@lps.org or ericsnyder_8@msn.com 
2.  Sarah Brown, Wilbur-Clatonia  (D5)   
sabrown@esu6.org          

1703E Two school administrators currently 
employed in approved or accredited public or 
private schools at the grade levels under 
consideration.  At least one of the 
administrators must represent District Classes 
2 or 3 

1.  Lincoln or Omaha administrators 
 Shelley Erickson, OPS Reading/LA Supervisor  (D2, 4, 
& 8)   shelley.erikson@ops.org     
2. Classes 2 or 3   
Cinde Wendell, Holdrege  (D6) 
wendell@esu11.org      

17.03F One person representing the general 
public, e.g. PTA member or a school board 
member 

Nancy Huston, OPS   (D4) 
nancy.huston@ops.org 

17.03G One member of the Undergraduate or 
Graduate Committee, whichever is applicable. 

Alan Bone, Omaha Westside  (D8) 
abone@cox.net 

17.03H One representative of NDE Tricia Parker, NDE Reading & LA Curr. Specialist  (D1) 
tricia.parker@nebraska.gov 

17.03I Additional representatives if it is a field 
endorsement containing multiple subject 
endorsements 

Alinda Stelk, LPS (D1) 
astelk@lps.org  
Julie Barger, ESU 16 @ Ogallala  (D7) 
jbarger@esu16.org 

17.03J Additional approved or accredited 
public or private school practitioners or higher 
education faculty members to equalize the 
representation between these two groups 

Jodi Kupper, Peru State (D1 & D5)   
jkupper@peru.edu 
 

17.03K The NDE designee, who will be a non-
voting member and serve as a consultant for 
the committee 

Marge Harouff dh12353@windstream.net 
Sharon Katt  sharon.katt@nebraska.gov 
Pat Madsen  pat.madsen@nebraska.gov 
Kevin Peters kevin.peters@nebraska.gov 
Marlene Beiermann  marlene.beiermann@nebraska.gov 
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