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1. Proposed new Validations and Verifications for Student Grades - Pam
a. Non-ELL students taking ELL courses – Maybe a verification report because students could become fluent/proficient during the school year.
b. Non SPED students taking SPED courses – Be sure to check if the student has become an exiter during the school year.
c. Non Title I students taking Title I courses – This one may be complicated because Title I students in the Title I Programs template are only targeted.  Needs more review.
2. Title I courses/Endorsements – Pam
See NDE bulletin item 8/8/2013.
3. Not Endorsed Report and Staff not employees of the district – Pam
This is under review by Approval and Accreditation.  Looking especially at Rule 18 staff and their endorsements.  Approval and Accreditation will decide if there will be a change for 2013-2014.
4. Attendance Reporting Guidance – Pam
a. Issues related to the Rule 2, 20 days and having accurate data 
There was a question about the definition of a day but it doesn’t appear Rule 2 addresses that.  This a district decision based on what a regular full-day, use that day to measure other days that are not full-days to figure the nearest tenth of a day.
Here is the link for the updated Rule 2: http://www.education.ne.gov/Legal/webrulespdf/CLEANRule2_2013.pdf
Jill will be sending out some guidance on this, there will be updates to the Student Summary Attendance templates to address the quarterly reporting.  Days in Session and Days Attendance/Absence must be calculated the same.
5. Civil Rights Data Collection – Pam
The NDE bulletin has a link to a place for districts to comment.  Districts are commenting on a data collection they will have to submit for 2013-2014.  This is short notice to make changes the collection as school will have already started and districts may not be collecting all the data that has changed.
A lot of districts called NDE about this survey and we could not help.  Some states have provided assistance for parts of 3 files from the data the state collects.  The CRDC application allows for partial file submission so the state data may be submitted first and then if the district chooses to update the state data, they can override it with their submission.  NDE will consider that but only if districts think that would be helpful.  The districts would still have to submit the rest of the data in those files.  
6. SLDS projects update – Dean
a. CEDS and Alignment
Dean gave a status report of all the projects. There was a question from one of the districts that didn’t apply to be a pilot district because they weren’t sure they could make the commitment required by the pilot districts, if that changes, can more districts be included?  Dean said that will be taken under consideration as we finalize the process.
7. Requests to Submit Data Late or Data Changes – Dean
NDE learned a lot during this first year and are trying to firm up a process regarding this while appreciating data elements are very interconnected among programs and uses. NDE will continue to evaluate this process and how we can get quality data in a timely manner. Suggestions for improvement on the process, communication approaches, and other ideas are welcomed to support the timeliness of data while balancing the accuracy and quality.
8. Additional topics/discussion from the group? – Pam 
Comment was made by a district that on the audit reports not to send them only to the district administrator.  Sometimes it takes a while for them to get to the right people if they get send to someone else.  Dean talked about NDE researching a project to collect contact information in one place that would available to all NDE staff/programs.  This data could be edited by the school district/staff throughout the school year as needed. In the meantime, we will work to broaden the options for communicating audit report results.
9. Next meeting 9/4/2013,  conflicts? – Pam
This meeting date has been changed to 9/11 because everyone will just be getting back from Labor Day weekend.

Please forward any comments, ideas, or concerns to Dean.Folkers@nebraska.gov  402-471-4740 or Pam.Tagart@nebraska.gov, 402-471-4735.
