Personal Finance Syllabus
2010-2011

Millard North High School

Instructor:  
Karen E. Timm

Office Phone: 
402 715-1414

Email: 

ketimm@mpsomaha.org
Course Description: Students will learn skills to manage their financial resources effectively for lifetime financial security. Students will gain knowledge of earning an income; understanding state and federal taxes; banking and financial services; balancing a checkbook; savings and investing; planning for retirement; understanding loans and borrowing money; understanding interest, credit card debt, and e-commerce; identity fraud and theft; understanding insurance; and understanding the financial impact and consequences of living beyond one’s means.  This is a one-semester course that is required for graduation.
Course Rationale:  This course is based on the National Business Education standards for Personal Finance, Nebraska’s Career Education knowledge and skill statements, Nebraska Career Ready Standards, Nebraska Essential Learnings, and the National Standards in Personal Finance Education for Literacy.  The course content is designed to help the learner make wise spending, saving, and credit decisions and to make effective use of income to achieve personal financial success.
Millard Essential Learner Outcomes - Personal Finance
	Financial Literacy 

• Demonstrate skills in managing money. 

• Make sound financial choices by using appropriate resources. 

Technology 

• Obtain information electronically and organize is successfully. 

• Convey information using technology. 

• Use a variety of technological resources to solve problems. 



	Readiness for Work 

• Demonstrate the ability to manage time. 

• Demonstrate the ability to follow directions. 

• Solve problems by processing available information pertinent to a give situation, 
   making decisions as appropriate. 

• Develop ability to work with others to accomplish tasks/goals. 

• Demonstrate responsibility. 

Readiness for Life-Long Learning 

• Demonstrate ability to set and pursue short term and long term goals. 

• Obtain, organize and evaluate information successfully. 


Textbook(s) and Resources

· Miller and Stafford, authors. ©2006. Economic Education for Consumers (3rd edition), Southwestern Cengage Learning.

· ANGEL Personal Finance Course Master

· Virtual Economics CD-ROM

· Microsoft Money-2005

· FDIC Money Smart for Young Adults CD

· Microsoft Office 2007 applications, including Word, Excel
· Trading game to demonstrate value of trading services,  etc
www.econedlink.org
· Millard Website for researching careers, building a resume, tracking progress towards graduation:  



https://succeed.naviance.com/careers
· Educational Career Planning resources: 
www.nebraskacareerconnections.org
· Public Broadcasting Videos: 

www.pbs.org
· Checkbook Lessons: 


http://www.moneyinstructor.com/checks.asp
· Obtaining Credit Reports:

 http://www.transunion.com/index.jsp
· Insurance Lessons: 


www.moneyinstructor.com/insurancelessons.asp
· Stock Market Information:

 www.vsemarketwatch.com
· Taxes Lessons: 



www.moneyinstructor.com/taxes.asp
· Completing Tax Returns: 

www.irs.gov
Personal Finance Course Topics, Timeline, Content Standards, Projects & Activities, and Assessments
Education & Earning Potential
7 Days
Standard: 
Understand the fundamental aspects of finance and the personal attributes that would lead to a successful career

Lessons: 
Chapter 4 and Education & Earning Module on ANGEL
Budgeting
12 Days

Standard: 
Understand strategies used to maintain, monitor, control, and plan the use of financial resources 
Lessons: 
Chapters 6 & 11 & Budget Module on ANGEL
Banking – Checking and Savings
14 Days

Standard: 
Explain and define the products and services of financial institutions; (2) Understand strategies used to maintain, monitor, control, and plan the use of financial resources 

Lessons: 
Chapters 7 & 8 & Banking Module on ANGEL
Using Credit
15 Days

Standard: 
Understand strategies used to maintain, monitor, control, and plan the use of credit 

Lessons: 
Chapter 10 & Credit Module on ANGEL

Economics
8 Days

Standard: 
Gain a foundation in the principles and concepts of economics that affect the free market and workplace 

Lessons: 
Chapters 1 & 17 & Economics Module on ANGEL

Insurance (Protecting Against Risk)
8 Days
Standard: 
Understand the role of insurance in personal financial planning 

Lessons: 
Chapters 14 & 15 & Insurance Module on ANGEL
Investments
8 Days
Standard: 
Understand investment strategies to ensure financial well-being 

Lessons: 
Chapter 9 & Investments Module on ANGEL

Taxes
9 Days

Standard: 
Manage personal finances to achieve financial goals 

Lessons: 
Chapter 5 & Taxes Module on ANGEL
Lifestyle Project
10 Days

Cumulating project that gives the students a chance to demonstrate their understanding of the concepts covered throughout the course – expanded description of this included in course assessments.

Course Assessment

Throughout the course assessments will be given to determine understanding with a cumulating assessment called Lifestyle Project.  This cumulating assessment has the students select a career, then choose a city where they would like to live.  Then they draw cards that present real life situations.  Student should use the skills learned in the course to make decisions about how to handle the situation.  The project will be scored on the application of skills and their ability to explain/justify reasons for their choices.
· Test Grade – 60% (Tests and Major Projects)
· Daily Grades – 40%

Required Materials

Bring to class paper, pencil/ink pens, and folder to keep assignments.  
Classroom sets of books will be provided.
Grading Scale and Academic Dishonesty Policy
A: 
100 – 93

B:   
  92 – 85

C:   
  84 – 77

D:   
  76 – 69

F:    
  68 – 0
Refer to Student Handbook for Late Assignment and Academic policies.
Classroom Behavior/Course Expectations

Tardy Policy – 

Refer to Student Handbook.

Restroom/Hall Passes – 
5 per quarter – use them wisely

Computer Use – 

During lecture time – computer monitors will be turned off. 

Computer Workstation –
 If you have a problem with your work station , notify the teacher so it can be resolved.
