Computers Applications Quarter Activities

Each Quarter you will have to complete one of the following activities.  These assignments will be used to enhance your keyboarding, writing and computer skills. We will not use class time to complete these projects unless you have finished your current assignments.  During the first five weeks you will not have any class time.  You must choose one of the main topics listed below.
The assignment for first quarter will be due on October 9th and the assignment for the second quarter will be due on December 4th.  
Creating and writing a blog and posting comments on someone else blog!  Go to http://akensblog.blogspot.com/ for instructions on blogging.
A. Blog Topics will be movie and book reviews or write a short story
a. Movie Reviews:  Fireproof, Facing the Giants, The Notebook, Any Harry Potter Movie, Seven Pounds, Marley and Me or an approved movie from Mrs. Aken.  (Get review movie review from Mrs. Aken)  You will have to complete two of them. See Mrs. Aken for the guidelines. You will need to comment on someone else’s movie blog!

b. Book Review:  One book of your choice See Mrs. Aken for the guidelines.
c. Movie and Book Comparison. You will read a book and then watch the movie. Then you will write a comparison of the two.  See Mrs. Aken for the guidelines.
d. Write a short story.  See Mrs. Aken for the guidelines. 
B. You need to complete all three of four the next activities to count as one assignment.

1. Write a paragraph that describes how computers will be used in the future. Be creative as you can by placing your ideas in the context of a short story or poem.
2. Write about the changes the Internet has had on society, especially in respect to the younger generation. 

3. Post on a blog 25 random things about yourself.
4. Write a blog and answer the following questions:
1) What tasks do you think the computer will perform in the future? 

2) What changes must take place in society and to the computer itself for these tasks to become a possibility? 

3) are there examples of science fiction that have come true regarding the computer's role in society? 
C.  Create a personal blog and must be added to on a daily basis.  This blog can be about events happening in your life, opinions you have current events that are happening

Book Review Grade Sheet
Name: _________________

SUMMARY
30pts


· Summary consists of a discussion of major themes, ideas, and characters 
· It combines ideas from the book into new sentences using your own words.
Provided at least 4 excerpts from the novel. 
25pts

· All direct quotes from the novel are noted by citing page numbers in parenthesis. e.g. (48)

Included the title of the book and the author.
10 pts


There is a correctly formatted works cited at the end of review. 
15 pts

· For a book:  Authors, Title, Publisher, and Year. 

Alavi, Nasrin. We Are Iran:The Persian Blogs, Soft Skull Press, New York, 2005.
CRITIQUE
30 pts


· Critique consists of thoughts, responses and reaction to the novel. 

· The student reviewer reacts to the themes, the author's aims or intent, the subject of the book, 

· how well it is written and overall success or failure of the book. 

Alternate  Consists of a very detailed description of the alternate ending to the book. 30 pts


Ending 


Need to make sure you are using proper grammar, spelling and word choice.  
20 pts

                                                                   
Total 160/
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Directions:  You may read a book of your choice and then you will need to create a blog by going to http://akensblog.blogspot.com/. Make sure you follow the instructions on the blog.  Send your site to Mrs. Aken’s via sycamore. Then write your book review on the blog using the following guidelines.  On the blog make sure you do not use both your first name and last name.  You may also use your initials. 
SUMMARY  Summary consists of a discussion of major themes, ideas, and characters providing at least 4 excerpts from the novel. It combines ideas from the book into new sentences using your own words.  Make sure you include the title of the book and the author.  All direct quotes from the novel are noted by citing page numbers in parenthesis. e.g. (48)

    

There is a correctly formatted works cited at the end of review. For a book:  Authors, Title, Publisher, and Year.
Alavi, Nasrin. We Are Iran:The Persian Blogs, Soft Skull Press, New York, 2005.








CRITIQUE  Critique consists of thoughts, responses and reaction to the novel. The student reviewer reacts to the themes, the author's aims or intent, the subject of the book, how well it is written and overall success or failure of the book. 



      







Alternate  
Consists of a very detailed description of the alternate ending to the book.       

Ending 
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Directions: You will need to create a blog by going to http://akensblog.blogspot.com/. Make sure you follow the instructions on the blog. Then write your movie review using the following guidelines.  
Step one:  Watch the movie.  Take notes as you watch—list the things you really like and the things that you don’t.  Think about costumes, lighting, actors and actresses.  

Step two:  Be sure to write down the names of the major stars, the director, and the screenwriter.  You may need to wait until the credits roll to get this info, or you can look it up online.

Step three: Take time to let the film soak in—don’t write immediately as you may be too emotionally involved in your appreciation or dislike of the film. 

Step four:  Identify with your audience.  Who will be reading this review?  A group of movie buffs or the general public?  You’ll approach it differently depending on your target readers.

Step five:  Begin with an introduction.  Be sure you come up with a good “hook”—movie reviews are generally entertaining, and you can and should include your opinion.  Be sure to back up your opinions with facts and details from the show.

Step six:  Include the BASIC plot, but don’t completely summarize every detail.  Don’t give away surprise endings or plot twists.  Remember that your review should be in the 250-500 word range.

Step seven:  Discuss your opinion of t he direction, script, actors, and photography.  Were the costumes accurate, the plot predictable, lighting good or bad?  If it is based on a book you’ve read, are there differences? How did they improve or detract from the original work?

Step eight:  Allow your review to sit for a little while before rereading it.  Give it a few hours so you can look at it with new eyes in order to catch the weaknesses and recognize the strengths.  

*Be sure to give your rating of the movie overall, and make sure your readership understands your rating system.  Four stars out of five? Ten?  Explain!  (
*Don’t talk about the theatre, the refreshments, or the surroundings within which you watched the film.  Focus on the film itself in your writing.
Movie Review Grading Sheet
Name: ___________________________________

Have an introduction  
10 pts

· Be sure you come up with a good “hook”—movie reviews are generally entertaining
Included your opinion & backed it up with facts and details from the show.
20 pts

Included the BASIC plot, but don’t completely summarize every detail.  
20 pts

· Don’t give away surprise endings or plot twists.  

The review was in the 250-500 word range.
20 pts

Discuss your opinion of the direction, script, actors, and photography. 
20 pts
 
· Were the costumes accurate, the plot predictable, lighting good or bad?  

Was it based on a book
5pts 


Included your rating of the movie overall 
20 pts

· The reader understands your rating system.  Four stars out of five? Ten?  Explain! 

Didn’t talk about the theatre, the refreshments, or the surroundings within which you watched the film.  

Focus was on the film itself in your writing.
5pts

Created a blog
20 pts

Grammar and Spelling
20 pts


                                                                               Total Points
160 pts



Reprinted with permission from Ronda Aken, Omaha Roncalli Catholic High School


