
Grade 5 -- Informational
Let's Have a Chess Club  
 
Good morning. I am happy to have the chance to talk to you during our class meeting today. 
First, I want to ask you two questions. If you could get better scores on math exams simply by 
learning to play a game, would you be interested? And if I told you that playing a particular game 
would give a boost to your reading skills, would you want to learn the game? Sure you would. 
The game I am talking about is chess. 
 
Someone may have told you that chess is a game for “brainy” people. Wrong! I read that 
some kids learn to play when they are four years old. The game is not difficult to learn. There is a 
second grader in my neighborhood who plays chess with his big brother. If a second grader can 
learn to play, I know we fifth graders can learn to play. I want to tell you more about the game, 
but first I want to talk about starting a chess club here at school. 
 
I said that you could get better scores in math by learning chess. When I was getting facts 
together to talk to you about starting a club, I did a lot of research on the library computer. I found 
many, many pages on the Internet telling how this game is so much more than just a way to pass 
the time. Chess requires problem solving. Educators and researchers have done studies with 
students just like you and me. These studies prove that chess teaches how to think ahead, how 
to plan, and how to be systematic in an approach to problem solving. If we know better how to 
use these skills, it figures we can use these same techniques to solve math problems. I read that 
one junior high school teacher in California said that he saw improvement in his math students’ 
scores after they had been playing chess for only three weeks. Is there any one of us who 
couldn’t improve his or her math skills? 
 
Memorizing worked for us when we learned the multiplication tables, but chess is not about 
memorizing. Sometimes trying to memorize too many facts or formulas gets in the way of figuring 
out things for ourselves. Playing chess is a mental workout. It is thinking and analyzing. When we 
read, we think about and analyze the material and hope that we comprehend it. Playing chess 
also will help us learn to concentrate, something we must do when we read. 
 
There is no cost for chess lessons. There is no special equipment to buy or uniform required. 
The only thing you have to bring to the club meetings is a determination to learn how to play. 
Learning how to shoot baskets is great exercise, but unless you are another David Robinson, it 
will not be that much help in your future life. Strategy and reasoning are tools we can use for a 
lifetime. Chess will help us develop these skills. 
 
Chess is not the least bit dull or boring. Maybe you have heard of Garry Kasparov. In 2004, he 
was rated the highest-scoring chess player in the world. In 1999, he played a game of chess on 
the Internet. It was called the Kasparov vs. The World online chess match. Kasparov faced a 
team of players from seventy-five different countries. He made the first move on June 21, 1999. 
Then the opposition had twenty-four hours to make its move. Four chess experts suggested 
certain moves and posted them online to world team players. The world team then voted for the 
move they thought best. The move that received the most votes was the move the experts used 
against Kasparov. This game was over in October 1999. Garry Kasparov made move number 62 
and won the game. It is said that over 3 million people logged on to watch this thrilling match. I 
would not call that a boring game. 
 
Are you excited yet about learning to play chess? I hope so, because I am. Thank you for 
giving me this time to talk about organizing a club that I am sure you will enjoy and that will help 
all of us. Vote yes for chess! 



1) "Playing chess is a mental workout" is an example of what form of figurative language? 
 (LA 5.1.6.d) 

a) alliteration 
b) metaphor 
c) onomatopeia 
d) simile 

 
2) According to the passage, who was the "opposition" facing Kasparov in the world class 
match?  (LA 5.1.6.k) 

a) a team of players from seventy-five different countries 
b) the highest-scoring chess player in the world 
c) four chess players 
d) David Robinson 

 
3) What does the author say will help you understand that chess is not difficult to learn? 
It can be played on a computer.  (LA 5.1.6.k) 

a) It can be played with a 
b) big brother. 
c) Math scores will improve. 
d) Some kids learn to play as early as four years old. 
e)  

4) What is the author's purpose for writing this?  (LA 5.1.6.a) 
a) to explain how chess is played 
b) to persuade others to play chess 
c) to tell a story about Garry Kasparov 
d) to supply information about how to start a chess club 

 
5) What is the tone of this passage? (LA 5.1.6.a) 

a) serious 
b) friendly 
c) urgent 
d) forceful 

 
6) Which reason supports the idea that playing chess improves math skills? (LA5.1.6.e) 

a) Chess requires problem solving. 
b) Second graders can learn to play chess. 
c) Chess helps to memorize facts and formulas. 
d) Chess can be played on the internet. 

 
7) Which reason supports the idea that playing chess improves reading skill? (LA5.1.6.e) 

a) Chess is not dull or boring. 
b) Chess requires problem solving. 
c) It helps a person learn to concentrate. 

d) It requires memorization. 



Gr5 Vocabulary DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 5.1.5 Vocabulary: Students will build literary, 

general academic, and content specific grade level 

vocabulary.

LA 5.1.5.a                                                                                  

Apply knowledge of  word structure elements, known 

words, and word patterns to determine meaning (e.g., 

affixes, abbreviations, parts of speech, word origins)

1, 2

LA 5.1.5.c                                                                            

Select and apply context clues (e.g., word, phrase, 

sentence and paragraph clues, re-reading) and text 

features (e.g., glossary, headings, subheadings, captions, 

maps) to determine meaning of unknown words in a 

variety of text structures

2

LA 5.1.5.d                                                                                                 

Identify semantic relationships (e.g., multiple meanings, 

metaphors, similes, idioms, analogies)

1, 2

Gr5 Comprehension DOK Level DOK 1 DOK 2 DOK 3
Item 

Total

LA 5.1.6 Comprehension: Students will extract and 

construct meaning using prior knowledge, applying 

text information, and monitoring comprehension 

while reading grade level text.

LA 5.1.6.a                                                                                        

Identify author purpose(s) (e.g., explain, entertain, inform, 

persuade) and recognize how author perspective (e.g., beliefs, 

assumptions, biases) influences text

3 2

LA 5.1.6.d                                                                           

Identify literary devices and explain the ways in which language 

is used (e.g., simile, metaphor, alliteration, onomatopoeia, 

imagery, rhythm)

2, 3 1 1

LA 5.1.6.e                                                                                 

Summarize and analyze the main idea from informational text 

using supporting details

2 2 2

LA 5.1.6.f                                                                                  

Understand and apply knowledge of organizational patterns 

found in informational text (e.g., sequence, description, cause 

and effect, compare/contrast, fact/opinion)

2

LA 5.1.6.g                                                                                             

Apply knowledge of text features to locate information and gain 

meaning from a text (e.g., index, maps, charts, tables, graphs, 

headings, subheadings)

1, 2
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LA 5.1.6.h                                                                               

Describe the defining characteristics of narrative and 

informational genres (e.g., textbooks, myths, fantasies, science 

fiction, drama, periodicals, essays)

2

LA 5.1.6.k                                                                                

Generate and/or answer literal, inferential, critical, and 

interpretive questions, supporting answers using prior 

knowledge and literal and inferential information from the text 

and additional sources

1, 2, 3 1 1 2


