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2012 4™ Grade Writing Prompt:

Memories are something that are special to you.

Think about a time you remember well. It could be a memory about & special celebration, a
favorite sports moment, or a fun time with a friend or family member.

‘Write a story abouat this memory using detail so that the reader will be able to understand what
happened.



Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt.  Please Use Pencil. You may use only the pages in the booklet.
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Paper #1 —The Day | Got a Kitten

Scores: Ideas /content -3
Organization 2
Voice/word choice -2
Sentence Fluency/ Conventions -1

The essay does focus on and creates an understanding of the toplc: acquiring a new kitten.
However, the essay tends to be split with a second topic of 4-H. The details, for example, “It (ice
cream) was so good my kitten Friskie had some, but he was not my cat at that time.”, are adequate
and related to the topic although limited. The story line Is occasionally vague. The word choice
gives a limited sense of the writer with occasionally specific wording. “My dog went nuts like a wild
animal.” Sentence structure only occaslonally varies, phrasing in place is awkward, and errors in
conventions confuse the reader. This student in a conference could easlly be shown some changes
that would enhance the paper.
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Paper #2 — | remember when | was to Texas.

Scores: |deas /content - 2
Organlzation - 1
Volce/word cholce -1
Sentence Fluency/ Conventions -1

The student response creates a limited understanding of the trip to Texas, However the story line in
occasionally vague with very limited details. Paragraphing is missing and the structure of a
beginning, middle, and end is weak. Pacing Is awkward, and transitions are missing. Sentence
variety Is weak with run-ons which confuse the reader. The numerous errors in grammar,
punctuation, and spelling throughout the paper distract the reader. Extensive revision on the part of
the student would be required ta move this paper to the 3 level in all 4 scoring domains.
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Paper #3 — One of my best tims . ..

Scores: Ideas /content - 2
Organlzation - 2
Voice/word choice -1
Sentence Fluency/ Conventions -1

The student creates a limited understanding of the events of the story with limited details. The
details are primarily Just a Jist of what was played ~ Wii, Pokemon, and tent building, Therels a
functional beginning, middle, end with acceptable transitions, “one, next, last, now. “ Pacingls
weak. The paragraphing skeleton is successful, but the paragraphs tend to be single sentences.
Wording is lifeless conveying little sense of the writer. Detalls beyond names of games are not
specific or precise. Sentences seldom vary in length or structure. Run-ons and fragments are
confuslng. Grammar, punctuation, and spelling distract though out the paper.
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Paper #4 ~ Golng to Plzza Machine |

Scores: Ideas /content - 4
Organlzation - 3
Voice/word cholce -3
Sentence Fluency/ Conventions -3

This essay creates a clear understanding of the events of the story while the content sets up and
focus on the topic of a visit ta Pizza Machine. The structure of a heginning, middle, and an end is
functional. Pacing Is generally controlled. The transitions between paragraphs are functional ;
however, transitions within paragraphs tend to be over used. The opening and closing are
problematic as far as paragraph construction. Wording is generally expressive and conveys a sense
of the writer. Language is generally specific and varied throughout, Sentences occasionally vary in
length, and phrasing for the most part sounds natural. Fragments and run-ons do not confuse the
reader. The errors In conventions for the most part do not distract the reader although the use of
“are” for “our” in more than one place is somewhat distracting,
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Paper #5 — One day in summer . ..

Scores: Ideas /content - 4
Organlzation - 4
Voice/word choice - 4
Sentence Fluency/ Conventions - 4

The writer creates a clear understanding of the events of the campling trip with well-focused,
numerous, relevant detalls. The storyline is logical and easy to follow. The structural development
of a beginning, middle, and end is effective. Pacing is well-controlled. Paragraphing for the most
part is sound, but some paragraphs could be Improved by comblning them for example the two on
tubing and the two on the tent and storm. The wording Is expresslve and engaging and well suited
for the purpose of the essay. Sentence structure is strong and varled throughout. Conventions are
strong.
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