Nebraska Department of Education Scoring Guide for Descriptive Writing — Analytic - GRADE 8

1 2 3 4
The p.lcturc.a of what is being The picture of what is being The pl.cturc-? of what is being The pl.cturg of what is bfa|.ng
- described is unclear. described is limited described is clear. described is clear and vivid.
~ 2 e Content has many digressions N . Content is generally focused on Content is well-focused on the topic.
‘<'z’ l|-l_-l NS . Content has some digressions . -
N > n from the topic. ; . the topic. Sensory details are numerous and
a ) . . rom the topic. .
£ 0 e Sensory details are lacking. . - Sensory details are adequate and relevant.
Q Sensory details are limited or
related.
unrelated.
- ¢ ;r:tr?c;uri! dnevslc;pmenndt ofan Structural development of an Structural development of an Structural development of an
o : OI uctior II ok.y, a introduction, body, and introduction, body, and introduction, body, and conclusion is
b - ;onF uston |skac Ic?g' conclusion is limited. conclusion is functional. effective.
] . .
%‘ ;‘3 Tacm.gt}s awkward. Pacing is somewhat Pacing is generally controlled. Pacing is well- controlled.
° . .
g ranst lgns are m|SS|Ing or inconsistent. Transitions are functional. Transitions effectively show how
9 ;onnec 'g”s are “nf‘; ei’r' Transitions are repetitious or Paragraphing is generally ideas connect.
]
o arag.ra.p INg Is Inettective weak. successful. Paragraphing is sound.
Or missing. Paragraphing is irregular.
w . \(\lordmg is |nex.pres.5|ve and Wordlng is occa5|o.nally o Wording is generally expressive, Wordmg is expressive and engaging,
g lifeless, cF)nveylng little sense expressive, conyeylng a limited conveying a sense of the writer. cor?veylng a strong sense of the
5 of Fhe.wrlter. . ser?se FJf the wrlter. Voice is generally appropriate for wrl‘ter.throughc?ut.
o e Voice |nappropr|z?\te for the YOlce is sqmet;mesh the purpose and audience. Voice is .weII-sur:ted fch]r the purpose
=]
no: % purpose aT\d al.Jdlence. 3 mapproprnate or the purpose Language is generally specific, and audler.1cet r.o.ug out..
3 I . Lang‘uage is nelt.her specific, and audlehce. . precise, and varied. Lan.guage is specific, precise, and
: preus.e, nor v.a.rled. Lang.u.age is oFcaS|onaIIy ‘ Adequate vivid words and varied throug,hout.
=] e Few, if any, vivid words or specific, precise, and varied. phrases are used Numerous vivid words and phrases
g phrases are used. Some vivid words and phrases used effectively.
are used.
* Sentences seldom vary in Sentences occasionally vary in Sentences generally vary in Sentences vary in length and
length or structure.
~ . length or structure. length or structure. structure throughout.
> e Phrasing sounds awkward and . . . . .
O wn tural Phrasing occasionally sounds Phrasing generally sounds Phrasing consistently sounds natural
E = unnatural. unnatural. natural. and conveys meaning.
5 9 e Fragments or run-ons confuse . .
o ° Fragments or run-ons Fragments and run-ons, if Fragments and run-ons, if present,
oz X the reader. ) i L
w o . sometimes confuse the reader. present, do not confuse the are intended for stylistic effect.
o> N e Grammar, usage, punctuation, . .
22 R Grammar, usage, punctuation, reader. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and
w o and spelling errors throughout . . . A .
O . and spelling errors may distract Grammar, usage, punctuation, spelling are consistently correct
2 distract the reader. . . .
] the reader. and spelling are usually correct and may be manipulated for stylistic
» and errors do not distract the effect.
reader.
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