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CHARACTERISTICS
OF THE
PERSONAL NARRATIVE

Purpose

> To tell a story about something that happened that is
real or imagined

Organizational Pattern

> Generally chronological in terms of the story's timeline
‘with a clear beginning, middle and end

> Sometimes flashbacks may be used

- » Ending that helps the reader understand how the
incident resolved itself

Story Elements

» Specific details that make the story seem real or come
to life
v' Characters
v’ Seftting
v Incidents/happenings

» Writer may use the first person point of view as the

narrator OR may tell the story from the third person
point of view
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Writing Topic

All people experience special moments in their lives.

Think about one celebration or event that you remember well. It could
be an individual, family, school, or community event.

Write a personal story with enough important details so the reader
understands exactly what you experienced.




Ideas / Content
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Ideas/Content: 4 4-4-4-4

In this response about a trip to the Mall of America, the writer creates a clear understanding of the
events of the story, and the content is well-focused on the special day. The writer has provided
numerous relevant details about the trip to the mall, and a well-developed storyline is logical and easy

to follow throughout.
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Ideas/Content: 4 ) 4-4-4-4

In this response the writer creates a clear understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
well-focused on the topic of an Easter egg hunt. The writer has provided numerous relevant details
about searching for the eggs with his brother leading to the discovery of the baskets. The storyline is
well-developed, logical, and easy to follow throughout. '

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2013




S

Paper for Sy[atemde Writing Pilot Prompt. Please Use Pencil. Ju may use only the pagesin the booklet.
&

! o op HOTIE T mm[ T s g except, anally
Lmjr o me /)\V ¥ /\/aéme///z E Ve,m ins, 0)8 prr Ho W, MA(MS
QD&V] AS w,p)e AG EJQDimmLé U’}d Lif}é f)l/lé;l?/(l/lﬂf 7%(0 /Mr
w%_ }QL# aL O Gﬁope}'a!; it ,WMK/[C? 4y, J ffprgmfe |

/Smm\ Lal /aJ my ipnp .

; l//;L W&P}Zﬁ; é&zc 2

énmr fl/Ml/Hl an) vouk _ Arandwia l)aVO a éfril[]_J/d/
, DIESM)J Loy /V/l!/l\\ Q}/W/ GAEJ

n‘én% eyen if%mﬁ)j H/fmoﬁo’ 7[0 /Té /U/IJ

A Jm Wu/ @LOP‘E-I IJ U}N’}? an /Lng/ /ﬂaHe) 7[0 HM

CAlL, M\/ mam /mJ é{aﬂ’hﬂ/ Snr M}ﬁo{ 7La 4/1
Mn \«/,‘1(;1 me.

| Mnm k:clw/i “49 Ny {WJO peat /ll/la’ Wa Qn@fJ ‘ilﬁ
Amw} T!s I/M)Mér’ v

R:aLnl w%en We Sﬂmﬁcf} I lmwfzsﬁcé aut j?{:
H% LAY AV)A cjmfﬁrj r/m ‘H’H" 61[.”1)4 7la h&r éﬁ(}}‘ﬂ//‘l’?r}
,W
U L AVVII C\nwm) A(AM Jil] |
| Q)nﬂ, 00;44@) uae (:'ml@ mnA )/\Md@& e, m’/k)
l J’)l/h%)@) i?ﬁr [W\b/j’fx Lu:m an&a’ ab We.,

//Mfa%, Jn I Lmva Wi é(/t,{)r\/éﬂ [m/ \/awT SL)P/ bar\MeJ
glﬂ(’/ ﬂ@) A A DO‘% ;z&a) 0 H mgmg@,ggfr 5V0v\/l/'
Jm with o cwdly Lol vaged @{A%TIM,/)/ and the
Jaj) bﬂaﬁz‘aﬁ Afﬂé’i’ zach mlber ]m,efm \/

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2013




Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt.  Please Use Pencil. Yo'u may use only the pages in the booklet.

,J/—. JQQy’/’fS ot H/J& )@ﬁ ﬁV\A 70 Llf ﬁ\J’Mﬂ W(/
"Thash yon, UJMZJ o, ﬂmlﬁi WM\ g IMMLLZ._

//Wo M/ %ﬂpfﬁa 5/:,) Vm/ em,
T %mae) Auet Tl and roeed  Jown s
64 204 WVH/) H/}@v J@ﬁ 5fo6 .AJAL} I /h‘/f// ey
&rm b feling m/ Jak.m Jhat /Jgg howe.

Ideas/Content: 3 : 3-3-4-4

In this response the writer creates a general understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on the special moment the writer got a dog for his birthday. While the storyline is
generally logical and easy to follow, much of the content is focused on the events leading up to getting
to the aunt’s house and the central idea of the story less well-developed. Important details about the
new dog and the moment the writer met the dog are missing. The writer has provided adequate related
details. More numerous relevant details and elaboration about the special moment of getting the new
dog would improve the |deas/Content score.
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Ideas/Content: 3 3-3-3-3

In this response the writer creates a general understanding of the events of the story, and the content is
generally focused on the writer collecting candy at a parade. While some related details about the
parade are included, they are not numerous and do not provide enough details about this special
moment. The storyline is generally logical and easy to follow, even though it begins with the idea of a
block party for a community and then focuses on just the parade. While the details are adequate, more
development of ideas in relation to the block party would be needed to improve the Ideas/Content

score.
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Ideas/Content: 2 , 2-2-2-3

In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of the events of Christmas 2007. The content
is not particularly focused on a central idea, and the development of a story is limited. The storyline is
somewhat vague as the writer jumps from one idea to the next without developing each idea
adequately. Limited details that in many cases seem unrelated and are left unexplained, do not
contribute to the development of the story about Christmas and are somewhat confusing.
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Ideas/Content: 2 2-2-2-3

In this response the writer creates a limited understanding of a story about seeing a pilot at an air show.
The content is focused on the events leading up to the air show and the details about the special
moment itself are missing. The writer fails to write a story about the special time. Unrelated and
occasionally random details that digress from the central idea create a somewhat vague storyline.
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Ideas/Content: 1 1-1-1-2

In this response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story about planning a trip
to Mt. Rushmore. Supporting details are lacking and the storyline is repetitious and disconnected. The _
writer has failed to tell a story about a special moment.
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Ideas/Content: 1 , 1-1-1-2

In this brief response, the writer creates little understanding of the events of the story. While the story is
about a trip from Nebraska to Arizona, supporting details are lacking and the development of ideas is
minimal. The content is a simply a somewhat random list of places the writer travelled through on the

journey to Arizona. The writer has failed to develop the content and has not connected any of the ideas
and details together to produce a storyline.
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Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is effective in this story about the writer
getting a mini-fridge for Christmas. Pacing is very well-controlled throughout the response and effective
transitions successfully connect the main ideas together. A strong conclusion that successfully
summarizes the writer’s feelings and the lessons learned throughout the course of the day is effective.
Paragraphing is sound.
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Organization: 4 4-4-4-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is effective in this story about getting a first
pet dog. While the pacing is less well-controlled toward the end of the story, transitions effectively show
how the ideas connect. Paragraphing is sound, even though it has not been formatted correctly.
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Organization: 3 4-3-4-4

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is functional in this story about a turtle
race. Pacing is generally controlled and paragraphing is generally successful. The use of repetitive
transitional phrases is not effective, but they do connect the ideas together adequately. A somewhat
weak ending also limits the effectiveness of the organizational structure.
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Organization: 3 3-3-3-2

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is present in this story about a trip to the
zoo to feed the birds. A few functional transitional phrases connect the ideas together and help move
the story along adequately. Pacing is generally controlled but somewhat irregular paragraphing affects
the organizational flow of the storyline.
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Organization: 2 2-2-2-2

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is limited in this story about the birth of a
baby sister. Pacing is somewhat inconsistent and there are Mmany gaps or missing details in the
development of the story. Transitions are repetitious and the events of the day are not well connected.
Paragraphing is irregular and often limited to one or two sentences.
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Organization: 2 2-2-2-2

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is limited in this story about a trip to the
zoo. Pacing is somewhat inconsistent as the writer focuses less on the central idea of being at the zoo,
and more on getting ready to go. While some transitions are evident, they are weak and repetitious,
and do not adequately connect the events of the day together. An attempt at paragraphing is somewhat
successful. A weak ending that seems to be the start of a new idea is evident.
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Organization: 1 2-1-2-2

The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this response about an Earth
Day event. Transitions are missing as ideas are presented in a somewhat random order. Pacing is
awkward as the writer has failed to write a personal story and the special moment is unclear.
Paragraphing is ineffective.
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The structural development of a beginning, middle, and end is lacking in this somewhat brief response
about a trip to the zoo. Pacing is awkward and the lack of transitions fails to connect the events of the

day together. Paragraphing is missing.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 - A-4-4-4

In this response the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong sense of the writer

throughout the story. The voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the language is specific,

precise and varied throughout.
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Voice/Word Choice: 4 4-4-4-4
In this response the wording is expressive and engaging, conveying a strong sense of the writer
throughout the story. The voice is well-suited for the purpose and audience, and the language is specific
precise and varied throughout. A strong vocabulary characterizes this response.
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Voice/Word Choice: 3 4-4-3-4

In this response the wording is generally expressive, and conveys a certain sense of the writer; but not a
strong sense of the writer. The voice is generally appropriate for the purpose and audience. Language is
generally precise and somewhat varied, but it is not particularly engaging throughout the response and
the word choices are occasionally repetitive.
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Voice/Ward Choice: 3 . 3-3-3-3

In this response the wording is generally expressive, and conveys a sense of the writer. The voice is
generally appropriate for the purpose and audience, and fanguage is generally precise and varied. A few
stronger word choices and an attempt at dialogue are evident and help in creating a sense of the writer,
but the writer fails to maintain this voice and stronger word choices throughout the response.
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Voice/Word Choice: 2 ¢ 3-3-2-2

In this response the wording is occasionally expressive, and conveys a limited sense of the writer. A
weaker voice is sometimes inappropriate for the audience. The language is only occasionally specific and
precise. A number of similar sentences with the same beginnings and repetitive word choices are also
somewhat distracting to the reader.
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Voice/Word Choice: 2 2-2-2-2

In this response the wording is occasionally expressive, and conveys a limited sense of the writer. While
the voice is sometimes appropriate for the purpose and audience, the language is only occasmnally
specific and is not particularly engaging.
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™~ Voice/Word Choice: 1 2-2-1-2

In this response the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys little sense of the writer. The voice
is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is not specific, precise or varied.
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Voice/Word Choice: 1 - 1-1-1-1

In this response about Easter, the wording is lifeless and mechanical, and conveys little sense of the
writer. The voice is inappropriate for the purpose and audience, and the language is not precise or
varied.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-4-4-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this story about a spelling bee competition. Phrasing
consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are
consistently correct, and fragments are intended for stylistic effect.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 4 4-3-3-4

Sentences vary in length and structure throughout this story about getting new glasses. Phrasing

consistently sounds natural and conveys meaning. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are
consistently correct.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 3 4-4-4-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about a school party. Phrasing generally

sounds natural. Some errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are evident, but the errors do
not distract the reader.

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2013

21




. Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt.  Please:Use Pengil. You may use only pages in the booklet.
Whet & e ondh - pald? E\Wneus\
/\\(\\Cﬂ —\‘Q, v ‘\\W\L \Q\f’\@ O\ Y‘(\\)\ 'QQ)\YY'\\\\&
Mp\ A \t\?k(‘&\ A At o %.\) GX\ 5@‘
\XQD\% 2 O\%\&Q\ “\)\\\(\oﬁv‘ \‘\Q Oaa\(‘\ 0Q,
\& \(\R_ W) S Q\&\\?\ OO \T\‘Q\% @AY\ (VH,C’) C,OM\
%Q,\\Nc /i\W\\m\\ *\)mm)()\m\\ N @) YW &\A%’
N \(‘R\\)\‘Q« O \)Ogi‘) Q.*r\o )\) ! \\)U\/\ CoaCe

\h\(\\)\ O WN D\D o’ T D)\\nu\*&ﬁ}\
\\\\SL(‘P nr\@\ o ﬁr)\m‘\ﬂ% va'al \0\\\)\2“' The_
\eoud “)(m,eq\ Vo Nae  Shuwte,

Q—é‘, &\\ &xx)i S W LC O
A0 L X1 \(‘D\X M\x EM,\\ \(\(’)&\ X H)&ﬁ (\LQJV
e &\nm\\Q.\%u) -C(om (5\6\,9@\%3@0)

3% Sedy \Le o endlNow R
o\ N m e X R Q\(\\\\ %\}&‘(V\C\)V\S?U\)YQ
Do Pode . X oot N
A € Xe \\*LK\\\ ) ﬁn n\“ Q_EO\A)Y ’L(\
\\\/\’ %\—Q/Q,O}\ Q Shov eV \C\)\L\\\ Be
\C&a@\:m\\ X:\\rc}v IR \/\0\,(‘\ VAN P
o ek ‘(33? Qho@ ety Shope \XTTF\)APY\
We o o\ o Q(A oL t\f}@\m\-’f"’ 2ven
O\(’")s LA TS CETAYS 1A {“@h{“’\\ X o r\m“u \WE
_@g,\(‘o, OAR \OY\P \x\h \/\m“)\ \o,?)c_,\\k\{
'\Z) C «?\\\DVO&}V& ﬂ&\"‘?x‘@“{“ ,V“‘eﬁ&.}f \}Jgﬁ

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2013

28




Paper for Statewide Writing Pilot Prompt.  Pleage Use Pencil. You may use only the pages in the booklet.

WAVR S0 Xeod Wt ad X \em

C\O\QY\ \\\XD\&\\\\\ 3 %cm(}%\ \‘C N u\%

*'\'\ VS O &X\ \ ) Q,QW\“ \\\b -Q)\ )(\f\ QWA (‘)\\(\Xﬂ

N m\,\\é \BNR. o Cw\m;) LATAN Qﬁr\&%y‘

“OX . Nveld fage L (\(‘H‘\'\' \/D

AN ey weo e

R oré\(u\ «\faﬁ 5\%\\)\ X N0S

o\ Ok T QP\% Bo é\‘) oo

. oo Mae onlu Acg. aNne e ueath

WO X \Bt \Qxx’* WANEN 6‘90}\6\ Oq’\&}\ YVARA
\(\{‘O%\jr& L@f{“& )\n, >

g

\ \\\ NCONLSE aWD\Q}S Poact

D)O&O oA R,\}%mft Oc(\éx *\Nﬂ NARES

%\\eﬁ%' WE N\Chéx‘i i ¢ Gv)“\&)aéf""\[\

Sentence Fluency / Conventions; 3

3-3-3-3

Sentences generally vary in length and structure in this story about making an igloo. Phrasing generally

sounds natural. Grammar, usage, and punctuation are usually correct and the spelling errors do not
distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 3-3-3-2

Sentences only occasionally vary in length and structure in this story about a birthday party. Phrasing
occasionally sounds unnatural. Fragments and run-on sentences sometimes confuse the reader. A
number of errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling are evident and may distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 2 ‘ 2-2-2-2

Sentences seldom vary in length or structure in this brief story about making a friend. Phrasing
occasionally sounds unnatural and simple sentences with some fragments sometimes confuse the
reader. Errors in grammar, usage, punctuation, and spelling, may distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 _ 1-2-1-1

Sentences seldom vary in length or structure in this story about Independence Day. Phrasing sounds
awkward and unnatural. Fragments and run-ons confuse the reader. Grammar, usage, punctuation, and
spelling erfors throughout the response distract the reader.
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Sentence Fluency / Conventions: 1 o 1-1-1-1

In this very brief response, sentences seldom vary in length or structure. Phrasing sounds awkward and
unnatural. Fragments and run-ons confuse the reader. Grammar, punctuation, and spelling errors
distract the reader.

Nebraska Statewide Pilot Prompt 2013



