Wednesday, January, 22, 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack]RESEARCHING WITH QUESTIONS!
MATERIALS: Large sticky note, paper, pencils/crayons/markers
INTRO: Start by asking the class if they remember what Diversity is. (The condition of being different). Who remembers what acceptance  means? (Being okay with and understanding that everyone is different. Accepting each other's differences) Remind the students that for this quarter we are going to learn how our country (Which is?!- United States of America) compares to another country! So we are going to find similarities and differences!
You should already have your countries picked out. If you do not, now is the time to get the students' final opinions and put it to a vote, if necessary! 
· As a class, you are going to be creating a KWL chart for your chosen country.  Ask the students what they already know about this country; encourage them to share stories. 
· Next, we need to decide what we want to learn about this country. Make a list under the "W" section on the large sticky note of the students' ideas. Possible answers: how many people live there?, what do they eat?, music, weather, clothes, holidays, language, travel/transportation etc. Ask questions such as, "If you met someone from a different country, what would you tell him/her about yourself?"
· Ask the students how they think we can find information about the things on your list. What resources can we use? Who can we talk to? WRITE THEIR SUGGESTIONS DOWN! :]
·  Be sure to write this information down elsewhere so we can refer to it later.  
RESEARCH ACTIVITY: Tell the students that over the next few weeks we are going to be researching our country, but first, we need to learn how to research! Who thinks they know what it means to research?! Let the students share their ideas- (To explore or look for information)
· Part of researching is knowing the right questions to ask! We started this by writing down what we want to learn on our KWL chart. Now let's practice!
· Tell the class you are going to tell them story and for them to listen very closely. Say, "I went to the store, THE END" 
· See how the children react to your "story" and ask them if you left out any information. Ask them what else they would like to know. Possible answers: What day did you go?, what time?, why did you go?, did you get what you wanted?, what store? did you do anything else that day?, was there anyone with you?, etc. 
· Answer their questions and then ask the students if they liked your story more now that they had more information. HOPEFULLY THEY DO! 
· Tell the class that we're kind of going to be making a story about our country to show to our parents! Do you think our story should sound like my first story, "I went to the store, THE END" OR do you think we should have more information?! For Example, would we just tell our parents that our country has animals? NO! What would we tell them? The type of animals that live in our country.
· LET THE STUDENTS PRACTICE by telling their own stories. You can give them time to brainstorm and write them down or just let them share on the spot. Your choice! Their individual goal is to be as descriptive as possible; they want to include as much information as the can! 
· After a student shares his/her story, ENCOURAGE the class to ask questions!! Their goal is to find out as much information as they can about the topic!!!
CONCLUDE by telling the students that asking questions is a great research tool! We need to keep this in mind when we start researching our country on Friday!!!
