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INTERACTIVE MAP!
MATERIALS: Projector, websites (typed manually or accessed from email), paper, crayons/markers
INTRO: Start by asking the class if they remember what Diversity is. (The condition of being different). Who remembers what acceptance means? (Being okay with and understanding that everyone is different. Accepting each other's differences) Does anyone have an example of when they were accepting of another person? 
Remind the students that for this quarter we are going to learn how our country (Which is?!- United States of America) compares to another country! So we are going to find similarities and differences! BUT FIRST, we need to pick a country and you need their help doing it! 
ACTIVITY: Today, we are going to be exploring a map of the world on the computer together! BEFORE, we can do that, though, we need to decide what we want to learn about this country. Make a list on the marker board or a large sticky note of the students' ideas. Possible answers: how many people live there?, what do they eat?, music, weather, clothes, holidays, language, travel/transportation etc. Be sure to write this list down elsewhere so we can refer to it later. 
· Have a helper give each student a piece(s) of paper while you bring up one of the following websites on the projector. The paper is for the students to draw/write any cool facts that you find while you're researching! 
· http://www.studentsoftheworld.info/menu_infopays.html
· http://mrnussbaum.com/interactive_world_map
· Ask students if they can think of any countries they would like to learn about. Can they remember any places that Toot and Puddle visited from the book? You can also let volunteers go up to the board and point at a country they would like to learn more about.
· Click on a country the students are interested in and see what kinds of information you can find from the list you made. Then, go to outside sources such as google and youtube to find additional information on your list. REMEMBER this is just an overview/introduction of the country and there will be future days for more detailed research! 
· Repeat this process for multiple countries
· BE SURE TO ENCOURAGE DISCUSSION AND SEE WHAT THE STUDENTS ARE INTERESTED IN!
CONCLUDING THOUGHTS:
· The point of this activity is to decide, as a class, which country they would like to learn more about/visit! 
· If you have time at the end, you can ask the students how they think we can find information about the things on your list. What resources can we use? Who can we talk to? WRITE THEIR SUGGESTIONS DOWN! :]
