

    
    Jump To Content


    
        
            
                
                    
                    
                                
                                    
                                
                            
                

            

        

    




    
					I am…

	
                    
                        An Administrator                    
                
	
                    
                        A Client                    
                
	
                    
                        The General Public                    
                
	
                    
                        A Job Seeker                    
                
	
                    
                        A Licensed Professional                    
                
	
                    
                        The Media                    
                
	
                    
                        A Parent/Guardian/Family Member                    
                
	
                    
                        A Student                    
                
	
                    
                        A Teacher                    
                



 Home

        
    
		                
                
                    
                        
                            Programs, Services, & Initiatives

                        
                    
                

                
                
                
				                Accreditation/Rule 10 & School Improvement
				                Adult Education and GED®
				                Afterschool Programs
				                AQuESTT
				                Coordinated Student Support Services
				                Early Childhood Education
				                English Learner Programs
				                Expanded Learning Opportunities
				                Family and Community Engagement
				                Federal Programs
				                Title IC Migrant Education Program
				                Multicultural/Diversity
				                NDE STEM
				                Nebraska eBooks
				                Nebraska Math and Science Partnerships
				                Nebraska Milken Educators
				                Nebraska Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (NPBIS)
				                Nebraska Teacher of the Year
				                Nutrition Services
				                Private Postsecondary Career Schools (PPCS) and Veterans Education
				                Response to Intervention (RtI)
				                School Safety
				                Special Education
				                Teach In Nebraska
				                21st Century Community Learning Centers
				                Work Based Learning
				                Vocational Rehabilitation
				                    

                    

                    

                    

					                
                
                    
                        
                            Teaching, Learning, & Assessment

                        
                    
                

                
                
                
				                Adult Education and GED®
				                Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources
				                Business, Marketing and Management
				                Career and Technical Education
				                Career Readiness Standards
				                Computer Science and Technology
				                Content Area Standards
				                Coordinated School Health
				                Education and Training
				                Educational Technology
				                Educator Effectiveness
				                Educator Preparation
				                English Language Arts Education
				                Entrepreneurship Education
				                Future Ready Nebraska
				                Fine Arts Education
				                Health Education
				                Health Sciences
				                High Ability Learners
				                HIV AIDS Education
				                Human Sciences and Family and Consumer Sciences
				                School Libraries
				                Mathematics Education
				                Physical Education
				                School Counseling
				                Science Education
				                Skilled and Technical Sciences
				                Social Studies Education
				                Statewide Assessment
				                Educator Certification
				                Teaching, Learning, and Assessment
				                World Languages
				                    

                    

                    

                    

					                
                
                    
                        
                            Operations & Finance

                        
                    
                

                
                
                
				                Brand
				                Certification Investigations
				                Commissioner
				                Communications and Outreach
				                Educational Technology
				                Finance and Organizational Services
				                Grants Management System
				                Human Resources
				                Project Management Office
				                Rules and Regulations
				                    

                    

                    

                    

					                
                
                    
                        
                            Data, Policy, & Research

                        
                    
                

                
                
                
				                Data, Research, and Evaluation
				                Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
				                Nebraska NAEP Snapshot Reports
				                Nebraska Education Profile
				                ADVISER Data System
				                NDE Public Notices
				                Research and Evaluation
				                School Administrators Email Lists
				                State Board of Education
				        

        

        

        

        

        

		
 Calendar

 Contact Us




		
    




[image: Nebraska Department of Education Print Logo]


    
        
            
				

            

            
                
                    
                        
                        [image: ]
                        
                        [image: ]
                        Nebraska Department of Education Homepage
                    
                

                
					                

                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                            
                            
                        

                    

                


                
                    
                        
                            
                            
                            
                        

                    

                

            

        

    


    
        
            Commissioner

            
				        
            [image: ]
        
		            

        

    
    
        
            
                
					
        
        
            
                
                    
                        

                            

                                
                                Commissioner                            

                        
                    
                

                
                    
                        
                                                        
                        Commissioner Home
                            
                                                    


	Commissioner of Education
	Commissioner’s Home Page
	Contact Us
	Deputy Commissioners
	Mission Statement
	Request for Commissioner Engagement



	Organizational Structure
	Commissioner’s Talent Pool
	2023 Memo to Superintendents, Assistant Superintendents, Principals,  Assistant Principals
	2023 Commissioner’s Talent Pool Recommendation Form



	Councils
	State Council on Educational Opportunity for Military Children






        
            Questions, Comments, or
                Corrections? Let us know!
            
                
                    
                        
                            ×
                            Questions, Comments, or Corrections

                        

                        
                            
                            
                            
                            
							                            
                                
                                    
                                        Items marked with a * are required.
                                        
                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        Name
                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        First Name
                                        
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Last Name
                                        
                                        
                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        Email*
                                        
                                        
                                    

                                    
                                        Phone
                                        
                                        
                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        Question, Comment, or Correction: *
                                        
                                        
                                    

                                

                                
                                    Leave this blank
                                    
                                


                            

                            
                                
                                    CLOSE
                                
                                SUBMIT
                            

                        

                    

                

            

        

		                    

                

            

        

    

        

                

                
                    
					                    
						                                    
                                        
											
	
		
			The Nebraska Department of Education (NDE) is a constitutional agency approved by Nebraska voters. The Department operates under the authority of an elected board of education. NDE is organized into teams that interact to operate the agency and carry out the duties assigned by state and federal statutes and the policy directions of the State Board of Education. The teams are organized around distinct functions and responsibilities that encompass leadership and support for Nebraska’s system of early childhood, primary, secondary and postsecondary education; direct services to clients; and internal support to the agency.

The department carries out its duties on behalf of Nebraska students in public, private, and nonpublic school systems. The staff of the department interacts with schools and institutions of higher education to develop, coordinate and improve educational programs.
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Dr. Brian Maher was selected as the Nebraska Commissioner of Education by the State Board of Education on March 31, 2023, and started in the position on July 1, 2023.

Dr. Maher is a long-time educator with strong Nebraska roots.  He served as superintendent at Sioux Falls School District (South Dakota) from 2015 to 2020; a 25,000-student school system where he led during the beginning stages of a worldwide health pandemic. Maher also served as superintendent at both Kearney (2007-2015) and Centennial (1999-2007) Public Schools in Nebraska. In his tenure as a school superintendent, he successfully led four bond referendums in three different school districts. Dr. Maher was also an administrator at Waverly, Elkhorn, and Johnson-Brock Public Schools and a teacher at Elkhorn and Clarks Public Schools.

Maher most recently served as the CEO and Executive Director of the South Dakota Board of Regents, from 2020 to 2023. In that role he conducted a system-wide review of the Board of Regents, which includes six universities and two special schools. This was a statewide review that lasted more than a year and culminated with a report to the legislature and the governor. Dr. Maher also lobbied the two-house legislature for historic funding during the 2021 and 2022 legislative sessions for the state’s public higher education system and led an effort which resulted in no increase in tuition for public higher education institutions in the 2022 and 2023 legislative sessions.

Dr. Maher received a bachelor’s degree in mathematics education at Midland Lutheran College before he went on to earn his master’s and doctoral degrees in educational administration from the University of Nebraska.

As Nebraska Commissioner, Dr. Maher will serve on several boards and commissions in the state.
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Deborah A. Frison, Deputy Commissioner

School Improvement and Support

Dr. Frison started with the Nebraska Department of Education in 2015 as Deputy Commissioner of Education for School Improvement and Support. She is a veteran Nebraska educator with 38 years of teaching and administrative experience within the Omaha Public Schools (OPS). 

Dr. Frison formerly served seven years as Principal of Burke High School (OPS).  Prior to Burke she served as Principal of King Science and Technology Magnet, a 5th through 8th grade magnet school, from 2000-2008, and Morton Middle School from 1997-2000.  She received her doctorate degree in Educational Leadership and Supervision from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln/Omaha in 2000.  She holds a master’s degree from the University of Nebraska at Omaha and a Bachelor of Music degree in Music Education from Nebraska Wesleyan University.
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Brian Halstead, Deputy Commissioner

Brian has served as an Deputy Commissioner since June 2008, and has been employed by the Department since August 1990 handling numerous areas related to the development, implementation and application of the law, education policy, and legislative liaison activities at the federal , state, and local levels.  Brian is a native Nebraskan having lived in York, Ogallala, Fremont, and Lincoln.

Brian received his Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1982, and a Doctorate of Law from the University of Nebraska Law School in 1985.

 

Mission

To lead and support the preparation of all Nebraskans for learning, earning, and living.

Vision

Partnering for the best education for all . . . for life.

Values


Equity of access and opportunity

Honesty, integrity, and trust

Quality programs and services

Visionary and participatory leadership

A positive, can-do attitude

Accountability for results

Respect for individuals and individual differences

Equity of opportunities and outcomes

Excellence through continuous improvement
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